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Revolution is defined as the “forcible overthrow of a government or social order in favour of a new system.” It is a word and
idea that many were familiar with, though perhaps it was not until
what is now termed the “Arab Spring” that our generation was able to
fully grasp what a revolution actually is. The 21 st century has seen the
rise of extremist ideologies and the rapid development of technology;
consequently, countries are more interdependent, and access to the
world wide web has made it so that ideas and movements can more
easily be known of by the general public. In the last decade, the international political arena has dealt with unjustified wars, a financial
crisis, and the ousting of various dictatorial governments. Amidst all
these events, we were presented with the opportunity to question the
ideals that for so long were upheld and propagated by the most politically powerful. Yet, do alternative models and new perspectives and
analysis of unresolved political issues lead to revolution? In this issue,
we explore the rise of the Islamic State, the claims of a “fourth wave”
of feminism, and also look into the alternative political and economic
model China presents to rival western democratic ideals. Are we truly
experiencing a revival of ideological revolution, or are we simply witnessing extremism and sensationalizing events and ideas? The answer, dear reader, is for you to decide.
Happy reading!

The Dialogue Team
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What Motivates People to Help Finance and Support Islamic State?
By Tom Keatinge

O

ver recent months, as the so-called Islamic State has
expanded its territorial control across Northern Syria
and Iraq, much focus has been devoted to the finances of the
group. Where does this funding come from? What sort of
people would finance such a group? And why? Fingers of
blame have been pointed at states and donors across the Gulf
region.
As it happens, Islamic State has developed its financing sources over many years and, in general relies little on
external sources that are vulnerable to disruption by the international community. In the main, the group generates
funding from internal sources over which it has much greater
control, such as business and personal taxation, trade of
goods, antiquities, people, and of course, oil. It was not always like this for the predecessors of Islamic State which like
any ‘start-up’ organisation relied heavily on external, donorsourced funds, donations that were significantly influenced
by ideology. As James Adams, one of the first to study terrorist-financing in detail observed, “in the progression from
fringe radical to recognised terrorists, all groups first and
foremost must acquire some income, along with armaments
and recognition, that will help sustain support for the group”1
thus allowing them to move from a hand-to-mouth existence
to a more planned and organised model. Terrorist groups
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“In the main, the group generates funding
from internal sources over which it has much
greater control, such as business and personal
taxation, trade of goods, antiquities, people,
and of course, oil.”
have always needed to adept financial managers as much as
skilled military experts. For instance, in the mid-1970s, the
Italian Red Brigades had to fund a yearly turnover of $8-10
million, equivalent at that time to the turnover of a mediumto-large-sized company operating in Northern Italy,2 whilst
the PLO established itself as a quasi-state, levying taxes and
earning as much as $600 million per year by the mid-1980s.3
Since the end of the Cold War, the issue of fundraising
has weighed even more heavily on aspiring terrorist groups as
they (with the notable exception of the support provided to
Hezbollah by Iran) have no longer been able to rely on the
largesse of state sponsorship to maintain their “planned and
organised model.” As Stuart Levey, former US UnderSecretary for Terrorism and Financial Crimes summarised in
2004, “The cost of financing terrorist activity cannot be
measured by the cost of a primitive destructive act. The maintenance of those terrorist networks...is expensive. Groups

like Al-Qaeda must spend money for many purposes – to recruit, train, travel, plan operations, and bribe corrupt officials.”

review in the Harmony Database is a detailed “lessons
learned” analysis believed to have been drawn up by an AQI
commander in light of the destruction of the group at the
hands of the Iraqi “Sunni Awakening” and US military supThe CIA estimated that Al-Qaeda’s annual financing
port during 2006-2007. Included in the list of nine lessons,
requirement prior to 9/11 was $30 million, spent mainly on
along with such reasons as failure to understand the Iraqi
training, education, and indoctrination of its members, conpeople, unrealistic expectation of foreign fighters and tentributions to host regimes such as the Taliban, and the exsions between foreign fighters and AQI members, and suicide
pense of maintaining its military infrastructure of camps, safe
bombers reneging, is a reference to the “poor use of financial
-houses,
and
equipresources.” In the view of this
ment. Australian Common- “Securing reliable sources of financing away commander, AQI did not diswealth Director of Public from the disruptive efforts of the international tribute funding effectively,
Prosecutions Damian Bugg
paid out funding without propestimated in 2003 that about community is a key goal of terrorist groups.” erly analysing the proposed
10 percent of Al-Qaeda’s inuse and, critically, did not have
come was spent on operational costs, with the balance used
regular funding sources. The way in which the group has
for administering and maintaining the organisation and its
evolved to become more or less financially self-sufficient is
network of cells and sleepers.
clearly a response to these “growing pains.”
Securing reliable sources of financing away from the
disruptive efforts of the international community is a key goal
of terrorist groups. Al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI), as it then was,
learnt valuable lessons about financing in the period following the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003, at a time when it was
funded primarily by donors. Amongst the documents discovered and declassified by the US Department of Defense for

Fast forward to 2011 and the beginning of the conflict
in Syria, and the challenges that had been faced by AQI in
Iraq were confronted by the nascent rebel groups forming to
fight the Assad regime in Syria. Securing regular and reliable
external financing sources was critical to the survival and the
development of these groups. Perhaps more so than in any
other recent conflict, financing from private individuals,
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believed to run into the “hundreds of millions of dollars,” has
played a meaningful role in support of rebel groups, shaping
their actions, alliances, and agendas. Private donor financing
is attractive for rebel groups as it often comes with limited
associated conditions beyond the need to espouse an appealing and attractive ideology often tending toward the more
extremist. This financing is particularly important for groups

“Thus, well-funded groups are able to benefit
from a reinforcing cycle that gives them the
strength of numbers and weapons to target
and control financially strategic hubs in order
to maximise their benefit from the war economy, leading to further benefits as they increase their financial resources.”
with no access to financial support from those Middle Eastern and Western states that have chosen to back the less extreme elements amongst the rebel forces. In the first two
years of the conflict, well-funded groups shared key characteristics. They generally acted independently, pursued their
own or their donors’ ideology and developed patronage networks, particularly across the Middle East. With ample financing, they could more easily attract fighters, particularly
the unemployed and without money. Finance may also allow
them to poach fighters from less well-funded groups. Thus,
well-funded groups are able to benefit from a reinforcing cy-
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cle that gives them the strength of numbers and weapons to
target and control financially strategic hubs in order to maximise their benefit from the war economy, leading to further
benefits as they increase their financial resources. And, perhaps of greatest concern to international security forces, wellfunded groups most often espoused a hard line ideology advertised extensively in the early years of the conflict via social
media. Bank account details were often freely and openly displayed online, and fundraising events were held by tribes and
public figures using typical NGO funding target tactics to encourage donations for specific goals such as weapons and
fighter costs.
Along with financing, the other striking, ideologyrelated feature of the conflict in Syria, is the extent to which
foreigners have flocked to the country to fight. Like the donors, the motivation of these fighters was, in the first instance, driven by a desire to help bring to an end the suffering
of those people under siege and bombardment at the hands of
Bashar Al-Assad. However a dangerous mix of adventureseeking as, what Marc Sageman terms, “a bunch of guys” and
extreme Salafist-takfiri ideology have led to the Syrian conflict already becoming a greater magnet for foreign jihadi
fighters than the ten year Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.
As well as benefiting from the self-motivation of the
individuals who choose to travel to join Islamic State from

across the world, the group itself also issues appeals for those
with particular skills to join them. The group’s regular English-language Dabiq magazine, calls upon engineers, scholars, and those with administrative, service, and military expertise to perform hijrah (emigration) and bring their skills
to the newly declared Caliphate noting that, “This life of jihad
is not possible until you pack and move to the Khilafah.”
Ideological Giving
The motivation of individuals to give funds in the context of the Syrian conflict stems from two sources, humanitarian concern and ideology. In the early days of the Syrian
conflict, the donations that were provided were primarily
given to support humanitarian causes and relieve the suffering being inflicted on the Syrian people by the Assad regime. But as the struggle dragged on, these donations were
put to more military use either willingly by the donors or unwittingly as the fundraisers responded to the creation of an
array of rebel fighter groups. In other words the ideological
motivation spurring donations increased. Thus, whilst the
parallels between the motivations of fighters and financiers
are not the same, one important overlapping ideological issue
began to emerge, namely the desire to contribute to the jihadi
struggle.
The motivations of those who wish to fight for a jihadi
cause are well discussed in a range of literature, however the
concept of finance and “proxy” jihad is less often addressed. This concept has played an important and motivating role in sourcing the much-needed funding for groups
fighting in Syria and the declaration of the Caliphate has also
no doubt raised the profile of Islamic State and encouraged
new donors to support their cause. As one fundraising campaign simply puts it to potential donors, “Wage jihad with
your money.” The Qur’an provides ample motivation, emphasising as it does the importance of giving generously to the
cause of jihad linking voluntary, charitable contributions to a
war effort. The most common method of contribution is
‘Tajheez al-Ghazi,’ simply defined as fitting or arming a soldier. This allows those who cannot or will not join the Jihad
physically for whatever reason to achieve the honour and
heavenly reward of waging jihad by proxy. Donations and
sponsorship are encouraged, for “Whoever arms a Ghazi then
he would be considered a Ghazi, and whoever looked after
the family of an absent Ghazi, he will too be considered a
Ghazi” (Bukhari 2630). Today, more popular than shields,
armour, and horses, is money, which is paid to individuals
aspiring to make their way to jihadi theatres.
An example of this process in action, linked to the Syrian conflict, is the Ramadan Campaign conducted in Kuwait
in 2013 involving 19 leading public, religious, and political

figures which aimed “to prepare 12,000 jihadists for the sake
of Allah.” The campaign posters promised that a donation
equivalent to $2,500 would prepare one fighter for battle.
One evening event in the campaign raised $350,000. Further
examples include the campaign reported by the New York
Times and run by a Syria-based Saudi sheikh close to alQaeda, called “Wage Jihad With Your Money” in which donors were told that they would earn “silver status” by giving
$175 for 50 sniper bullets, or “gold status” by giving twice as
much for eight mortar rounds; and as reported by the Washington Post pitches for the $2,400 needed for the travel, arming, and training of foreign fighters. The importance of financing jihad encourages rebel groups to emphasise their
Islamic credentials, thus shaping these groups’ strategies to
maximize their appeal to those for whom the ideology of the
recipient is so important.
Ideology is Lifeblood
As the international community works to disrupt the
financing available to Islamic State, it needs to consider not
only restricting the trade in oil and tightening the flow of
money that may be passing through regional banks to support Islamic State, but also the ideology that encourages individuals to provide financial support to the group by auctioning their cars and donating jewelry and cash. In part, funds
are given willingly according to a range of beliefs from those
that link donations to a desire to shorten the suffering caused
by the conflict, to those that want to provide financial support
to a jihadi cause and sympathise with the extremist ideology
of Islamic State. Alternatively, funding is provided unwittingly as collections of zakat, one of the five key pillars of Islam, or other forms of charitable giving are diverted from
their humanitarian objective of relieving suffering, instead
used to purchase weapons and other war-fighting material
thus funding the continuation of conflict and destruction. Ultimately, the battle on the ground that rages across
Northern Syria and Iraq is one of ideology – the financial
battle is no different. There are limits to what the international community can do to restrict the financing of Islamic
State via the current military campaign. Only when the ideology that guides the making and diversion of donations is successfully challenged will the financial lifeblood that sustains
Islamic State be restricted.

TOM KEATINGE
is a Finance & Security Analyst and Associate Fellow of
the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) in London,
United Kingdom.
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Rise to the Fourth Wave of Feminism in the Digital Neoliberal Age
By Naomi Roba

N

obel Peace Laureate Malala Yousafzai promoted
women’s education, Emma Watson shared her renowned feminist speech at the United Nations previous September, various Pussy Riot scandals have occurred over the
past years, Facebook COO Sheryl Sandberg recently published a book on how women should claim their climb on the
corporate ladder, the tragedy of Elliot Roger’s killing spree
instigated a twitter hashtag #yesallwomen, women are
speaking up about sexual harassment and rape on campuses
around the world, just to name a few contemporary feminist
debates. Recently, feminist articles, stories, activist movements, artistic interpretations, have been on the rise in popular media and culture, transnationally. However, feminism is
a contingent concept: its meaning, interpretation and forms
change over time. In order to explore this new rise of feminism, firstly previous waves of feminism will be explained,
followed by analyzing of the context and implications of contemporary movements. Ultimately, the question is whether
we can speak of a fourth wave of feminism and how this wave
is ideologically different to previous ones. In order to do this,
we will feature a lecture series entitled “feminism in the digital age” (please find the link in the bibliography) that explores
political impact of feminist activisms in the 21st century.
Firstly, in order to establish whether we are indeed
experiencing a fourth wave of feminism, it is relevant to look
back to the content and form of previous waves. Although
widely contested, common feminist theorists proclaim the
first wave of feminism to have taken place towards the end of
the 19th and towards the beginning of the 20th century. Nuanced critiques of women’s inability to legally inherit in Jane
Austen’s romantic novels in the 1880s for example, was accompanied with more expressive political discourse by Wollstonecraft towards the end of the 19th century. However, the
first wave of feminism was marked by the Suffragettes in
Britain who pushed for women’s vote over the age of 30,
which passed in 1918. The women’s vote came roughly
around this time in the United States, Canada, New Zealand
and Australia thereby characterizing the first transnational
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feminist movement, albeit in the more developed world, to
empower women. From the 1960s to the 1990s, a new wave
was on the rise, most notably addressing sexual issues, reproductive rights and varied notions of social equality. This wave
was closely related to left-wing movements among addressing
minorities and calling for equal treatment in a substantive
sense. However, given this wave took place during the sexual

“...feminism is a contingent concept: its meaning, interpretation and forms change over
time.”
revolution and the initial marketing of The Pill, reproductive
and contraceptive debates took centre stage of this. The third
phase after 1990s addressed most succinctly gender, sexuality
and heteronormativity. An interesting aspect of this wave was
a certain type of reclaiming of femininity presenting women
as subjects of beauty as opposed to objects of patriarchal society, while simultaneously addressing the feminist stereotype
that would supposedly be man-like, man-hating, lesbian
amongst other negative connotations. Another aspect of the
third wave is that of LGBT rights and respects. Although this
debate is not necessarily completely embedded within feminism, overarching principles of respect for whichever sexuality people choose and notions of substantive equality unite
the movements. Moreover, the first wave was mostly a call for
equality in front of the law, the second about social equality,
and sexual issues and reproductive rights where the third was
a more subtle call for openness on gender and sexual identities as well as redefining the notion of what it means or implies to be a feminist. Clearly, feminism has evolved over
time, so the question becomes what form feminism has taken
on today.
In liberal western democracies, it is a common claim
that we have entered an era of ‘post-feminism’. This conception embodies appreciation of previous waves and accomplishments of feminism while simultaneously discarding it as
currently necessary as women have now been empowered

and thus feminism is not an issue to address any longer. This
school of thought therefore sees individual sexist experiences
for example as ‘one-offs’ or a choice to be offended by an objectifying advertisement, but the overall societal disadvantages for women have been eradicated, within context. Even
though the recent rise of feminist movements and events laid
out in the introduction already suggest that the notion of post
feminism does not accurately describe the current state of
liberal western democracies, this conception is embedded
within today’s neoliberal society.
Today’s appraisal of neoliberal thought has several
cogent implications for how contemporary feminism is understood. Firstly, previous waves and movements of feminism predominantly existed within realms of collective action. Groups have come to together to lobby, protest and advocate for their feminist principles. Neoliberalism however,
appreciates the individual over the collective, such that individual interests reign supreme. Equally so, experiences of
disadvantages are to be tackled by individuals rather than by
groups. Like the old catch-phrase that the private was to be
made political, now it is argued the political has been reduced
to personal. However, notwithstanding that both post feminist and neoliberal ideologies prevalent in today’s western
liberal democracies discourage formation of feminist movement, they have recently formed nevertheless. Therefore,
contemporary feminist activism rejects the two prevalent ideologies of post-feminism in the neoliberal age, hence illustrating that the ideology has indeed been redefining itself and

thus going through a revolution.
Firstly, current feminist movements and ideas have
come to encompass broader notions of equality of all. In the
third wave, LGBT issues started to be addressed, and this
notion of equality has further extended. Instead of focusing
on placing women on equal footing with men, issues of gender and race have become embedded within campaigns for
racial, economic, ableness and other areas of inequality.

“The twitter hash tag #yesallwomen was used
over a million times within a week transnationally, illustrating how individual stories ultimately came together on a digital platform to
form a collective movement, organically and
unintentionally.”
Secondly, the digital age has enabled feminist movements to form by making the personal realm public. A prime
example of this is the Twitter outbreak that occurred after the
Santa Barbara shootings by Elliot Roger in May 2014, in
which case an event unintentionally sparked a transnational
feminist debate. Roger killed six innocent people due to his
personal disposition against women after he had been sexually rejected on numerous occasions and thus took out his
anger on all women. One of the prevalent media responses
was that women should have the right to choose whom they
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sleep with and should in all circumstances be free to not give
consent. Individuals initially started sharing stories of how
they had personally experienced situations in which men had
unjustly treated women. A key point is that all women have
had such experiences, whether in the work place, going out,
on the street, at university - everywhere. Additionally, individuals were willing to share their personal stories to the public. The Twitter hash tag #yesallwomen was used over a million times within a week transnationally, illustrating how
individual stories ultimately came together on a digital platform to form a collective movement, organically and unintentionally.
Contrary to the natural formation of #yesallwomen,
contemporary movements include a variety of decisive political expressions too. Initially formed in Canada, the feminist
group “slut walk”, came as a response to a police officer who
had advised a woman to dress less revealingly if she wanted
to avoid sexual assault. In other words, certain clothes supposedly “ask” for non-consented provocations from men. The
feminist group, which as the title gives away, performed demonstrations to encourage free choice of women’s clothing,
thereby addressing male responsibility to ensure consent, as
well as promoting sex-positivity (i.e. reducing societal judgment for frequency of sex) for women. In 2011, they had demonstrated in 75 cities transnationally. Similarly, another feminist group called Femen in Ukraine sprung from a local
event: desire to separate church and state in times where it
seemed they were likely to become more politically inter-

“...the content or message of these uprisings
represent new ideas.”
linked. Founded in 2008, they expanded their political messages countering sex tourism, homophobia, patriarchy, sexism and religious institutions. Their mode of protest has always been controversially topless - paralleling some of Slut
Walk’s intended messages on women’s sexual freedom. However, Slut Walk’s critique of their own religion extended to
addressing what they perceived as women’s oppression
among other religions, notably Islam. In 2012 particularly
this became controversial as Femen was essentially speaking
on behalf of Muslimas, assuming women would not veil
themselves voluntarily. ‘Muslima pride’ groups arose expressing that Islam, their veils and their customs were indeed their
choice and they did not feel women’s oppression due to their
religion. Nevertheless, the Femen story illustrates how a localized issue of women and religion in Ukraine extended to a
transnational platform addressing other debates of women
and religion, allowing for expansion and elaboration of their
initial message.
Likewise, the Free Pussy Riot campaign further illus-
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trates how a local claim for feminist principles rapidly globalized and expanded in meaning. Opposing Putin, as well as
being anti-capitalist, Pussy Riot videos went viral, especially
when three members were arrested in Russia, for blasphemy.
Parallel to Femen, they promote separation of church and
state. However, what distinguishes Pussy Riot from the other
movements is that they entered the digital platform asking
the general public to join their protests and quests virtually
by submitting videos to the organization. It was exactly the
demand for making the personal realm public, asking strangers to make a personal video in order to be part of a greater
movement, that explains the group’s success. Ultimately, the
recent examples of #yesallwomen, Slut Walk, Femen and
Pussy Riot illustrate how individual, localized cases initiated
transnational feminist movements and debates by using of
the digital platform.
Another contemporary and arguably less politically
expressive form includes pop-feminism. Pop feminism encompasses a variety of creative expressions intended to critique today’s world, addressing women, gender and intersectional issues. To a certain extent, it may be argued that these
movements illustrate a “depoliticization” of feminism: issues
of women, gender and equality are less about politics and the
public sphere and more about reframing the individuals’ attitudes towards these issues within society. To make this claim
about all modern day feminism would be problematic as the
examples explored previously clearly do have political contents. However, when compared to the first wave of feminism
demanding women’s vote and women’s education, it is somewhat fair to refer to the depoliticization of feminism to some
degree. The Free Pussy Riot video, of people dancing in colourful clothes and masks, may be viewed from the popfeminist lens to some extent: using expressive art for means
of expression. A prime example of pop-feminism includes the

German feminist group Chicks on Speed. Since the 1990s,
they are a feminist performance art group, exploring issues of
body politics in live shows as well as through photographic
and other artistic means. They do represent a depoliticized
feminist movement, especially since they published an art
book in 2010, and are currently primarily engaged in museum spaces and the art world. Thereby, unlike all previously
discussed movements and examples, pop-feminism is a
branch of contemporary feminism which has a specific target
audience, namely a controversial section of the visual art
world, whereas most of the previously discussed movements
aimed to address a digital transnational platform.
Ultimately, if we are to speak of a fourth wave of feminism, there are three ways in which the today’s context of the
movement distinguishes itself from preceding waves. Firstly,
as being embedded in a general movement for equality in
genders, sexes, countering heteronormativity, racial inequality, ableness and more. However, these aspects were already
introduced in the third wave of feminism, hence although
they are present movements in the modern day, this aspect
does not necessarily highlight uniqueness of a fourth wave.
Secondly, modern day feminism may be regarded in opposition to post feminist and neoliberal schools of thought which
are prevalent in today’s society. Contemporary feminist
movements illustrate that we do not live in a society where
women’s issues are superfluous and encouragement of collective action and transnational debates counteract neoliberal
individualist principles. Thirdly, the fourth wave of feminism
is marked and redefined by the digital age. Examples of
#yesallwomen, Femen, Pussy Riot and Slut Walk have two
central aspects in common: they are transnational responses
to local events, whose public debates have been enabled by
digital platforms and media.
Additionally, not only did the context in which feminism exists today change, the content or message of these

uprisings represent new ideas. #Yesallwomen illustrated
transnational recollections of women’s personal experiences
of sexism, Femen called for separation of church and state,
Pussy Riot was anti-Putin, anti-capitalist among a host of
other aims, where Slut Walk addressed issues of consent and
addressed negative stigma of women’s sex-positivity. Likewise, Chicks on Speed highlights contemporary artistic expression of feminist movements. The content of these messages, as well as the debates they spark are different to any of
the previous waves, again illustrating how feminism is a contingent concept evolving over time.
Fundamentally, the fourth wave of feminism is unique
to the previous waves due to the context in which it takes
place as well as having redefined and expanded the scope of
feminist issues. Although speaking of a singular feminist ideology is inherently problematic due to its multifaceted nature,
the feminist ideology has ultimately come to encompass
transnational issues of equality by means of organically forming transnational debates in response to localized events. The
collective prerequisite for a movement to have effect on a larger scale is being achieved by means of employing the unprecedented globalized digital platform.

This article was inspired by a lecture series started by
Christina Scharff from the Culture, Media and Creative Industries at King’s College London, with contributions by Hester Baer (University of Maryland),
Maria Stehle (University of Tennessee), Carrie SmithPrei (University of Alberta) and Pinar Tuzcu
(University of Kassel).
Please visit the lecture series here:
http://www.artsrn.ualberta.ca/feminism/?page_id=41
to engage with these issues further.
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Has President Xi found a Unique Path of Modernization?
The China Model and Authoritarian State
By Suisheng Zhao

W

hile the end of the Cold War in the late 1980s led
many in the West to predict that capitalism was going
global, with the inevitable universalization of Western liberal
values and democratic system, China’s economic success,
particularly its success in weathering the global financial crisis in 2008, produced a hot debate about if China has created
a new model of state capitalism for itself and potentially for
other emerging economies as an alternative to the model of
liberal capitalism. While some scholars criticized the China
model as a myth,1 President Xi has enthusiastically endorsed
the China model as part of his China Dream and determined
to pursue a unique path of Chinese modernization. Has President Xi found a unique path of modernization for China?
What are the features and the appeals of the China model?
Can China’s state capitalism sustainable? These are the important questions that this short article attempts to seek answers.

“While some scholars criticized the China
model as a myth, President Xi has enthusiastically endorsed the China model as part of his
China Dream and determined to pursue a
unique path of Chinese modernization.”
14

“Only the Wearer Knows if the Shoe Fits His Foot”
China model debate started after an American journalist, Joshua Cooper Ramo, proposed in 2004 the Beijing Consensus of state-led economic growth in contrast to the Washington Consensus based upon neo-classic liberal traditions.
While nationalistic new-left intellectuals in China enthusiastically supported the China model, the top officials in the Hu
Jintao-Wen Jiabao administration were cautious to avoid
endorsing the concept, reflecting their hesitancy to engage in
ideological debates as well as their efforts to diffusing the
perception of China threat during the period of China’s rapidly economic growth.2
But President Xi Jinping has vigorously promoted the
China model as a unique path of modernization in his campaign to realize the China Dream since taking office, reflecting his confidence in China’s rising power position. Xi’s promotion of the China model starts with an emphasis on the
communist party leadership. In his inaugural speech after
assuming the presidency at the National People’s Congress on
March 17, 2013, talking about the importance of finding a
Chinese path toward China’s rejuvenation, he proposed
“three confidences”: i.e., confident of the theory of socialism

with Chinese characteristics, of the road the country is now
following, and of the current political system.
Xi justifies the unique path of modernization for China
in terms of China’s unique history, culture, and national conditions. In his first overseas visit as the president, Xi made
the famous remarks in Moscow on March 23, 2013 that “Only
the wearer knows if the shoe fits his foot. Only the people of
the country know best whether or not the development path
is appropriate for the country.” Speaking to European audience in April 2014, he said that “China’s unique cultural tradition, unique historical fate, and unique national conditions
have determined that China has to follow the road of development that fits Chinese characteristics.” Talking in Peking
University on May 4, 2014, Xi told the students that nurtured
by the Chinese culture that has developed by the Chinese nation in the long struggle and supported by 1.3 billion Chinese
people, “We will take our own path… While we should learn
from the all civilizations in human society, we cannot forget
our ancestors and cannot copy the development models of
foreign countries. Nor we can accept any instructions imposed by foreigners. These statements made clear that because China is completely unique among world nations and
only quintessentially Chinese can accommodate China’s
unique “national circumstances, China will follow its own
path, not that of the West.

perity nation. The very essence of the CCP legitimacy for the
founding of the PRC was partly based upon its ability to establish a powerful state to defend the national independence
and launch modernization programs. This led to a concentrated effort to empower the authoritarian state as an organizing and mobilizing force to lead China’s modernization.
As a result, the authoritarian state played a crucial, if
not unique, role in shaping China’s path of reforms and development. The authoritarian state has displayed the following three important features in leading economic development. First, the authoritarian state was guided not by any
ideological doctrine or principles but by pragmatism. Based
on Deng Xiaoping’s concept of “socialism with Chinese characteristics,” the authoritarian state took a two pronged approach toward modernization to develop economy while
maintain political stability. Second, the authoritarian state
was strongly pro-development, emphasizing economic
growth rather than civil and political rights as an overarching
national goal. Third, selectively adopting elements of free
market system and liberalizing the Chinese society, the authoritarian state still played a balanced role of invisible and
visible hands in the economy. 4

President Xi has made concentrated efforts to overpower the authoritarian state while continuing marketoriented economic reform. Repeatedly warning against
Overpowering the Authoritarian State
“Westernization,” Xi emphasized a unified national ideal of
the China Dream and allowed the security/propaganda axis
For President Xi, the key for the success in China’s
to tighten up on ideological control and expression of differsearch for a unique path of modernization is the authoritarent political opinions. Taking strong measures to strengthen
ian state led by the Communist party, reflecting the long
central Party and government authority, he set up new and
struggle of the Chinese political elites in building and mainpowerful Leading Small Groups, such as the Central National
taining a powerful state to lead China’s modernization.
Security Commission, Comprehensive Deepening Economic
Lucian Pye famously observed that China suffered a "crisis of
Reform Small Group, with himself as the head to bypass govauthority" in a deep craving for
ernment bureaucracies. As a
the decisive power of "truly ef- “Chinese elite attributed China’s modern de- result, Xi has emerged as a
fective authority" ever since the cline partially to the weakening of the state champion of state power,
collapse of the Chinese empire in
with himself at the top as a
authority.”
the 19th century. Chinese elite
strongman.
attributed China’s modern decline partially to the weakening
A Symbol of National Pride
of the state authority. The crumbling of the state authority
was in essence equated with China’s humiliation. Therefore,
President Xi’s discovery of the China model reflects
"the basic problem in development for the Chinese has been
the fact that, maintaining social stability and economic
that of achieving within their social and political life new
growth while not compromising the party’s authority to rule,
forms of authority which can both satisfy their need to reasthe China model has become a symbol of national pride
sert a historic self-confidence and also provide the basis for
among some Chinese nationalistic intellectuals and governreordering their society in modern terms."3
ment officials and also appeals to leaders of many developing
countries who looked for a recipe for faster growth and
The authority crisis called for the creation of an augreater stability than that offered by the liberal prescriptions
thoritarian state through revolution and nationalism. The
of free markets and free elections.
Chinese communist revolution was a collective assertion for
the new form of authority and a strong state to build a prosThe most important strength of the China model lies
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at its ability to make complex and difficult decisions quickly
and translate them into actions on issues such as large investment and infrastructure construction projects effectively
without the disruptions of democratic institutions. Given
strong political will, the Chinese government was able to
move more than a million people out of the Three Gorges
Dam flood plain and build the longest high speed railways in
the world with little resistance because the Chinese state, in
contrast to their Western counterparts, doesn't have to put up
with the distractions of a vocal opposition party nor have to
submit themselves to the electorate scrutiny at regular intervals. Troublemakers are silenced by tossing them into jail.
Even internet dissents are censored and blocked.
The ability of the Chinese state is also supported by the
huge resources at its disposal. Other than taxation, the Chinese government owns and receives a steady stream of profits
from many state-owned enterprises. It also owns all the land
in the nation. If the government needs money, it can just sell
some land. The Chinese government was therefore much
more effective in deploying its enormous state capacity to
ward off the global recession than its Western counterparts in
2009-2012.
In this case, the China model becomes appeal to many
political leaders of the third world countries, who see the
paramount task as the eradication of poverty, a root cause of
conflicts and various forms of extremism, rather than promotion of liberal democracy. Only three decades ago, China was
as poor as some of the poorest third world countries. While
most of the latter remain among the poorest in the world,
China's economy has expanded rapidly. Given the poverty as
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the top problem confronting developing countries, China
seems to offer a model of how to fight poverty and ensure
good governance, albeit one that challenges the conventional
wisdom offered by Western countries and the international
financial institutions.
The Fault Lines of the China Model
For all its glitter and shimmer, the China model has
some clear fault lines that may make it unsustainable. First,
the Chinese state ability to make quick decision has come
often with high economic and environmental costs. Because
the one party rule has placed the Chinese government in position of power without accountability, its quick decision making ability has often led to politically motivated but economically irrational and distorted investment, waste of resources
and environmental deterioration. For example, the quick decision on the four trillion-yuan ($586 billion) economic
stimulus package in the wake of the global financial crisis in
2009 created dangerous long term economic imbalances,
“causing overcapacity in certain infrastructure areas, significant fiscal risks due to reckless local government borrowing,
inflation, asset bubbles and potential bad debts following the
huge expansion of credit.”5 The country’s more than 50 percent of investment rate is a clear reflection of China’s low
capital efficiency. In the meantime, China has become one of
the world's most polluted countries.
Second, a combination of authoritarian state and a
market economy has produced a corruptive state capitalism
in which power and money forges an alliance. Because there

is no opposition party to keep watch on the privileged state
officials who may abuse their authority into hefty personal
fortunes, the government officials, its cronies, and senior
managers in state-controlled enterprises have formed strong
and exclusive interest groups to pursue economic gains. Acting to protect and enrich specific interests, the state has come
to infringe on ordinary people's rights. Arbitrary land acquisitions are prevalent, labor unions are suppressed, and workers
have to endure long hours and unsafe conditions. The predatory of state toward ordinary citizens who enjoy no privilege
has caused deep discontents among the society. Although
President Xi has launched an anti-corruption campaign, he
has tried to reform the fundamental features of the state capitalism but punish only corrupted individuals. The state will
remain corrupted unless its power is checked not only by improved responsiveness on the part of its own hierarchy but
also by a bottom-up process or what is known as a democratic
process.
Third, China now ranks among the countries of the
highest income inequality in the world. The last Chinese government published official national Gini co-efficient was 0.47
in 2010 and the Chinese government has stopped publishing
the number since then. Even the 0.47 Gini co-efficient makes
China more unequal than any developed country: Sweden, for
example, has a score of 0.23, and the United States is 0.45.
This alarming inequality has taken place when China has dismantled its social welfare state, leaving hundreds of millions
of citizens without any or adequate provision of healthcare,
unemployment insurance, cost of education, and a variety of
other social services. These growing gaps have therefore become a serious threat to the political stability. As the worsening inequality led many people to take to the streets in protest, China has entered a period of deepening social tensions
with the numerous unrests and protests. The Chinese government is apparently frightened and has relied more and more
on coercive forces. The growth and scale of the resources invested by the government in response to growing social conflict has reached alarming levels.
Finally, the China model is based on a false assumption that economic growth trumps everything else. If the government takes care of economic growth, people will be willing
to give up all manners of other moral demands, including
transparency, accountability, and liberty, and happily leave
governance to the government. In fact, once the basic subsistence is met by economic growth, Chinese people have expressed greater demands for the protection of their rights
against the corruptive state capitalism and the growing inequality it has created. Lacking democratic legitimacy, the Chinese regime has sought performance-based legitimacy by
continuous economic growth. But no economy keeps growing
at the same pace forever. China is an emerging economy with

all the problems of other emerging economies in history, one
of which tends to be periods of rapid unbalanced growth followed by periods of stagnation as the imbalances are reversed. Put in a long context, Chinese growth would be more
or less in line with its Asian neighbors, such as Japan and
South Korea, which all experienced stagnation following high
growth. After about three decades remarkable growth rates,
China’s economic growth has slowed down since the end of
the global financial crisis and could come to a pause or even a
setback, given the increasingly tense domestic environment
and breakneck growth engenders, from environmental destruction to rampant corruption and a growing gap between
rich and poor. The huge social, economic and environmental
costs China has paid for its rapid economic growth could
eventually detail China’s growth path. The challenge to the
China model will ultimately come when the economic growth
significantly slowed down and the government is unable to
sustain regime legitimacy simply by its economic performance.
Conclusion: A Vote by the Feet
President Xi believes that he has found a unique path
of modernization in which the authoritarian state played a
crucial role to develop economy while maintain the one party
rule. The peculiar combination of authoritarian state and
capitalist economy, nevertheless, has set serious limitations
for the China model to be sustainable in the long run. While
undeniably impressive, the China model is widely associated
with political oppression and social segregation, environmental pollution and moral disintegration, which raised the
questions of its sustainability in prolonged period. Without
further reform, including building institutional checks on the
state authority, the negative outcome of the China model
would only get worse. As the social cost of development becomes increasingly unbearable, even those who benefited
from the rapid economic growth do not think the existing
model fits China anymore, evidence in more and more
China’s new rich who voted with their feet by choosing to
emigrate abroad and sending their money out of China. Xi
has to convince these Chinese rich before he can convince
others that he has found a successful path of modernization
for China.

SUISHENG ZHAO
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Marijuana Legalisation in Uruguay:
Peoples’ Liberation or Opportunistic Cash Cow?
The Legacy of Mujica and his Policies
By Melinda Stewart

O

nce upon a time in Montevideo men were bound,
gagged, tortured and incarcerated for disobeying the
state. This month Uruguayans will democratically decide the
successor to President Jose Mujica, himself a victim of the
atrocities during the military dictatorship.1 Shot six times
and jailed for 14 years, Mujica is a unique figurehead in Uruguayan politics. Frequently labelled as the country’s poorest
president, Mujica has infamously snubbed the luxurious residence given to leaders and is rumoured to donate around 90
percent of his monthly salary.2 His hands are tough and calloused, worn down by his own colourful life experiences. He
drives a clapped-out, baby blue VW Beetle, owns a threelegged dog, and lives modestly at the end of a dirt track several miles outside of the capital.3
The legacy left in his wake will be hard to live up to. A
former member of left-wing guerrilla movement Tupamaros,4
in 2010 Mujica was the second consecutive candidate of the
Broad Front to take presidency; the first being Vázquez. In
doing so, the Broad Front have broken traditional power alterations between the National Party and the Colorado Party,
which had dominated Uruguay’s political scene since the mid
-19th century. The fact Vázquez has been tipped to return
after Mujica’s departure serves to prove Uruguay’s growing
support for progressive, liberal ideals; signalling the Broad
Front could be here to stay.
Yet can the same be said for Uruguay’s ambitious policy changes throughout Mujica’s time in office? Affectionately
dubbed Pepe by locals, the progressive leader has undoubtedly brought a host of brave policy changes with him, includ-
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ing the legalisation of marijuana.5 You would be forgiven for
thinking this constitutes a ceasefire of the War on Drugs: use
of the plant has stood decriminalised (and unpunishable)
since 1974, and the move only serves to provide the state with
an absolute monopoly. Far from relaxing regulations, users
have to register with the government in order to both buy and
grow limited quantities of the drug.6 What is even more problematic is the possibility that underground vendors will continue to haunt the marijuana market even after legalisation.
In such a scenario, legalisation will merely spur underground gangs towards producing more potent strains. Being
in direct competition with the state will not “put them out of
business”, but will instead drive prices down as competition
increases. This is something that Mujica concedes is a possibility.7 In the process of lining their pockets, Uruguay’s government will neither prevent revenues from reaching criminals nor stop violent street crime.
Older generations of activists - such as Daniel Vidart
and Alicia Castilla – express similar sentiments of distrust.
Generations subjected to the oppression and Orwellian-style
surveillance during the dictatorship will not be convinced by
Mujica’s seemingly humble and defiantly proletarian demeanour. For those who suffered under Álvarez, Méndez and
the like, registering oneself as a user equates to voluntary
repression. For them, not only is the law a gross invasion of
privacy, but they also predict that such information will be
used against them,8 especially in the event of policy U-turns
(as was case this year when India ruled to re-criminalise homosexual relationships). Even Uruguay’s own history shows

the instability of such “liberalisations” when abortion was
legalised and soon after overturned in the 1930s.9 And such
an outcome is not a far-fetched possibility today: both
Vázquez and conservative rival Pedro Bordaberry have indicated they will “tinker” with the new law.10 Whether it will
truly encompass mere “tinkering” or a full-scale overturning
is yet to be seen.
If we are to believe in Huntington’s “waves” of democracy, then the next half-century could indeed hold the possibility of a reverse wave in Uruguay. The fact Pedro Bordaberry – the son of late dictator Juan Bordaberry – remains a
strong contender is telling of the political zeitgeist in Uruguay. Although not as radically authoritarian as his father,
pure bloodline association is sure to stir up nostalgia in supporters of the past regime.
There is further controversy surrounding George Soros
– whose estimated worth, according to Forbes, is around $24
billion - and his (expensive) contribution to the cause at
hand.11 Soros’ pressure group - the Open Society - is a key
financial supporter of the DPA (Drug Policy Alliance) of
which he is also a board member. Ironically the DPA’s involvement with Uruguayan drug policy has been far from
discreet, and executive director Nadelmann has been known
to boast of their influence.12 As Engdahl of the ENCOD
(European Coalition for Just and Effective Drug Policies) explains, Soros not only contributed nearly $3.5 million from
his NGO in favour of legalisation, but also has vested interests in promoting Monsanto (of which he is a major shareholder) within the region.13 Monsanto, one of the world’s

largest producers of genetically modified seeds, no doubt
seeks to benefit from fresh-faced liberalisation in patenting
certain seeds and reaping profits.
Drastic claims to have increased economic growth and
slashed poverty seem almost too good to be true. One has to
contend with the possibility that legislation was pushed
through for far more sinister reasons than genuine concern
for individual liberty. This is especially true when faced with
statistics that claim 58 percent of Uruguayans opposed legalisation as of December 2013 (see survey conducted by polling
group Equipos Consultores).14 It is hard to argue against the
economic benefits of a state monopoly – that much is true.
Indeed it is one way of increasing Uruguay’s disposable cash,
which might then be reinvested in social programmes or used
to combat government debt. However, as various spectators
have elucidated: brash and radical policy changes are not
being given due reflection in light of what future governments
may do. This – amongst the distrustful of the law – adds to
the very notion that civilians are being used as guinea pigs;
and consumption of the natural plant – which had not been a
punishable offense since 1974 – will be developed into a government-backed cash cow which Monsanto and other private
firms shall be only too happy to milk.
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Peasant Alternatives to Neoliberalism in Latin America
By Charlotte le Maignan, based on an interview with Dr. Leandro Vergara-Camus

T

he Zapatista movement from Mexico and the Landless
Rural Workers Movement (MST) from Brazil are among
the most emblematic anti-globalization movements of the
past decades. They emerged in the 1990s within the context
of a crisis of the Left in Latin America and the world, during
which people felt there were no alternatives to neo-liberalism
and capitalism and no radical struggles to change society and
the way the economy was organized. Class-based and Marxist
-inspired, these movements are clear attempts at changing
society.
The Zapatistas are an indigenous rebellion that responded to the neoliberal restructuring of the countryside in
Mexico originating in Chiapas, the poorest state of the country. The new policies that the state was implementing were
understood by the movement as endangering their access to
land and their traditional indigenous way of living. The MST
in Brazil emerged in 1984 when landpoor peasants and rural
workers displaced by the modernisation of agriculture started
occupying land understood as unproductive using a clause in
the Brazilian constitution to force the state to expropriate the
land.
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The process of capitalist development in agriculture
requires private property in land. Latin America went
through a process of privatization in the 1850s which led to
enormous concentration of land in both countries, but triggered in Mexico the revolution of 1910-1917. As a consequence the state created an institution called the 'ejido' in
which the person that holds the land rights cannot transfer it
or sell to another person. Land is thus not commodified and
as such protects small-scale peasant from being expropriated
if they go into debt. This was not the case in Brazil. There
private property was the main way of holding land allowing
for deeper commodification than in Mexico, but nonetheless
private landowners often allowed poor peasants to use their
land in exchange for labour or parts of the harvest. In the
1960s, with the modernization of agriculture and the large
influx of credits, the remaining peasants were evicted by their
landlords and forced to go to the cities where they could not
find work. In the 1980s, people with peasant background
decided to start occupying large properties in order to
'repeasantise' the countryside. This has been the struggle of
the MST.

Access to land in the context of both those movements
has a very important dimension. Land is something that is
understood as possessing use-value rather than exchangevalue. Those Classic Marxist categories make the distinction
between societies in which producers are market-dependent
and societies where land is not commodified and private
property not absolute. In the case of the MST and Zapatista
movements, that autonomy from the market allows them to
live off the land and take control of their means of livelihood.
For the Zapatista movement, it represents even more because
land is associated with territory and with the reproduction of
a different kind of culture to the dominant and hegemonic
culture in Latin America: the mestizo culture. By creating
alternative political structures, they are able to produce different forms of decision-making that are more in line with
their indigenous traditional culture.

cause of the MST, but because the tactics of the MST forced
the state to distribute land. Their achievements do not stop
there. Creating autonomous communities with their own
power structure both movements have created effective participatory democracy within the space that they controlled.
They were probably not strong enough to carry out the
transformation of their national societies, he concedes, but
this probably has something to do with the deeply rooted paternalistic and clientelistic tradition of most civil society organizations in Brazil and Mexico, much more interested in
linking up with the state and trying to get access to services
and funding than necessarily transforming the relationship of
society with said state.

On the question of their future however, the answer is
less optimistic. What constantly allowed for the rejuvenation
Both of those movements are interested in keeping
of the MST, he explains was to have successive new waves of
their autonomy from political parties and from the state bepeople joining the organization through the occupation of
cause there is a strong tradition in Latin America of political
land. This part of the struggle has been undermined by the PT
parties using social movements to achieve the objectives of
coming into power and implementation of cash transfer protheir own political agenda. By co-opting their leaders to
grammes which demobilized the sectors that would normally
deradicalize and demobilize the movement, the state mandecide to occupy land. Poor peasants and rural workers are
ages to incorporate some of their demands under very cliennot inclined anymore to wait three, four of five years to see if
telistic sorts of relations. Both organithey are going to win land. From 285
zations have sought to avoid this by not “In a context where the state is in 2003, occupations have gone down
engaging directly in the political proc- not providing its citizens with to only 30 in 2013 .
ess, not becoming institutionalized parthe kind of services that poor
ties and focusing instead on politicizing
For the Zapatista movement,
their grassroot membership. The Zapa- peasants require, [the Zapatistas which was partly contained by the
tistas and the MST have effectively creand the MST] try to provide Mexican state and which isolated itself
ated, within the space that they control,
by not accepting to collaborate with any
them
for
themselves
instead
of
structures of power parallel to the state
organization negotiating with the state,
where assemblies, councils and differturning to the state for help.” the future is uncertain as well.
ent forms of participatory democracy
are used to take decisions on health, education and conflict
Dr. Vergara-Camus does not completely rule out these
resolution. In a context where the state is not providing its
organizations taking an important role in the future of the
citizens with the kind of services that poor peasants require,
Left, pointing out to the extraordinary creativity of the MST
they try to provide them for themselves instead of turning to
and the remarkable training of its leadership and to the crisis
the state for help.
of the political system in Mexico that provides the Zapatistas
with another opportunity to contribute to social change in the
When asked whether or not he thinks the movements
country.
have been successful in terms of outcomes, Dr. VergaraCamus replies that it largely depends on what we define by
CHARLOTTE LE MAIGNAN
success. For him, if we think about alternatives, and he thinks
Is a third year undergraduate BA International Politics
it should be the way we look at it, we should look at these for
student at King’s College London, University of London.
what they brought to the people whose lives they sought to
change. The main objective to gain and protect access to land
DR. LEANDRO VERGARA-CAMUS
for poor peasants has been fulfilled. Between 60,000 to
is
a
lecturer
in
Development
Studies at the School of Ori90,000 peasants have gained access to land as a result of the
struggle of the Zapatista movement in Chiapas. For the MST,
ental and African Studies. His book, Land and Freedom: the
he tells me, between 800,000 and 1.3 million families have
MST, Zapatistas and Peasant Alternatives to Neoliberalism, was
been able to gain access to land, not necessarily directly be-
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China’s Energy Engagement in Latin America
By Margaret Meyers

L

atin America plays only a marginal role in China’s energy
security, supplying less than 10 percent of China’s oil and
only a fraction of the country’s coal and natural gas. 1 But the
region’s energy resources are of considerable interest to the
complex cast of firms, financiers, and agencies that make up
China’s energy apparatus. China’s major energy companies
are attracted to the region by the promise of lucrative oil, gas,
and electricity transmission projects. Latin America is also an
attractive destination for China’s energy bureaucracy as it
seeks to diversify energy supply and secure access to equity
and contract oil.

China have also been linked to President Rafael Correa’s 2013
decision to exploit the pristine and biodiverse Yasuní-ITT.6
For over a decade now, China’s energy firms and policy
banks have demonstrated considerable interest in Brazil.
China Development Bank provided a US$10 billion loan to
Petrobras in 2009, for example.7 Chinese oil companies have
also looked to acquire shares in foreign firms already active in
Brazil. Sinopec acquired a 40 percent stake in Repsol Brazil
in 2010 and a 30 percent state in Galp Energia Brazil in 2011.

More recently, China’s NOCs made headlines as memChina’s major oil firms – e.g. Sinopec, China National
bers of the consortium that won the rights to develop the prePetroleum Company (CNPC), and China National Offshore
salt Libra field—Brazil’s largest ever oil field discovery. The
Oil Corporation (CNOOC) – were
auction marked CNPC’s and
among the first Chinese firms to make “The region’s energy resources are CNOOC’s first foray into the South
inroads in Latin America, driven in
American nation. It also turned
of considerable interest to the com- heads, however, for what many conlarge part by the leadership’s concern
over widespread electricity shortages plex cast of firms, financiers, and sidered to be unexpectedly moderate
in 2003 and 2004.2 A wider variety of
participation by the two companies,
agencies that make up China’s
energy companies are now evident in
both of which limited their stakes to
energy
apparatus.”
Latin America, to include private
10 percent.8 Brazil’s state-owned and
firms focused on renewables, hydroescandal-prone oil giant, Petrobras,
lectricity specialists, and even state-owned electricity giant,
holds a controlling stake in all in pre-salt deals, making inState Grid. But as in 2003, China’s energy portfolio in Latin
vestment in the country’s offshore assets far less appealing to
America remains dominated by oil and gas. And China’s atforeign investors.
tention is predominantly focused on the region’s major oil
and gas producers, such as Venezuela, Ecuador, Brazil, ArChina is likely to continue focusing on energy-related
gentina, and Mexico.
trade and investment in South America’s major oil and gas
producers in the coming years. China Development Bank,
Of all of these countries, China’s involvement in Venewhich is responsible for the majority of energy-backed loans
zuela is perhaps the most remarkable, especially in scale.
in Latin America, lists energy projects among its top three
China has pledged over $50 billion in finance to Venezuela
international areas of focus in 2015. China’s NOCs are anxsince 2005 – much of that repayable in oil shipments..3 The
ious, moreover, to expand their operations to Mexico, motirelationship is also remarkable given China’s persistent comvated in large part by the country’s promising energy sector
mitment to Venezuela, even in an increasingly turbulent postreform agenda. During this month’s APEC Summit, Chinese
Chavez environment. Amidst violent demonstrations, product
President Xi Jinping and Mexico’s Pena-Nieto initiated a
shortages, and crushing inflation in Venezuela, President Xi
China-Mexico joint investment fund. Mexico's state-owned
Jinping yet again offered Venezuelan President Nicolas
oil company Pemex and Chinese bank ICBC also inked an
Maduro billions in oil-backed financing during his July 2014
initial line of credit for exploration and production projects
4
visit to the South American nation.
and offshore acquisitions.9
China is also considered a ‘lender of last resort’ for
Ecuador, having funneled more than $9 billion in oil-backed
and other loans to the country since 2005.5 Of concern in the
case of Ecuador are the implications of the country’s rapidly
expanding debt to China. The South American nation owed
China a considerable percentage of its GDP, raising legitimate
concerns about debt sustainability. Ecuador’s obligations to
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Despite China’s continued interest in Latin American
energy, it is safe to assume that Chinese firms will approach
the region with slightly more caution in the coming years,
although China’s ongoing arrangements with Venezuela
would appear to challenge that notion. Steady infusions of
Chinese capital in Caracas, though bewildering to observers,
can be understood to be preventing complete economic and

governmental collapse, and thereby protect China’s existing
investments in the country.

“China is likely to continue on energy-related
trade and investment in South America’s major oil and gas producers in the coming years.”
Venezuela aside, China’s leadership has clearly articulated a preference for greater risk aversion in overseas investment and lending, having learned a thing or two from previous (and often very public) failures in overseas deal making.10
As Eurasia Group’s Erica Downs indicates, Chinese CEOs and
officials are now focused on ensuring that overseas investments do not lose money or damage the Chinese brand. 11 Chinese firms – including state-owned enterprises – are therefore expected to more carefully vet potential acquisitions and
to be responsible for failures abroad. CNPC announced a
strategy change in March 2014, switching the company’s investment focus from scale and speed to so-called “quality projects.”12

Brazil in the coming years.13 Eyeing the Latin American market, China’s Yingli Solar advertised prominently at the 2014
World Cup in Brazil. The challenge for Latin America won’t
be a lack of Chinese energy-related investment, but an ability
to attract needed investment while responsibly addressing
the many drawbacks associated with extractive sector development.

MARGARET MEYERS
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When the conditions are right, however, China’s energy firms – including a growing cohort of private companies
– will be looking to further engage the region. Electricity firm
State Grid has indicated that it will expand its operations in
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The Continued Triumph of the Left in Bolivia
By Marlotte Van Dael

O

ctober 12, 2014 was the day of national elections in Bolivia. The continuing popularity of Evo Morales and his
party ‘Movement for Socialism’ among Bolivians has been
promising for his re-election. And his performance in preelection polls proved to be spot-on. Receiving 61 percent of
the vote, Morales overwhelmed his opponents, including his
closest rival centre-right candidate Samuel Doria Medina, to
win a third consecutive term in power.

dent of authoritarianism. Evo Morales has manoeuvred
his way past the rules of the constitution, which limits a
president to two consecutive terms, by convincing the courts
to ignore his first term (2006-2009) because it predated the
current constitution amended in 2009. Moreover, Morales
has been successful in paralysing the opposition. Controlling
two-thirds of Congress, he has been able to impose policies in
addition to dominating the media to control both his image
and political agenda. One could argue that this, together with
the power he holds over political opponents through prosecution and allegations of harassment constitutes autocratic tendencies.

Bolivia’s political history is a turbulent one, with coups
and change of governments occurring frequently. Before
Morales’s three consecutive terms in power, five presidents
succeeded each other between 2001 and 2005, two of which
were forced to resign due to popular protests (Gonzalo
Referred to as an autocratic socialist, Morales’s victory
Sánchez de Lozada in 2003 and Carlos Mesa in 2005). Comin the October 12 elections is partly attributed to his grip on
pared to his predecessors and their
the media and his popular redistribugovernments, characterised by a lack “Compared to his predecessors and tion policies. Looking at these popuof popular legitimacy, the 55-year old their governments, characterised by lar redistribution policies, one can
Evo Morales has brought political
see that Morales’s relative success
a lack of popular legitimacy, the 55- goes indeed beyond his control of the
stability to the country. He has been
the first president, since the country year old Evo Morales has brought opposition and the media. Many Bobecame democratically governed in political stability to the country.” livian voters identify with him. Evo
1982 to win an absolute majority of
Morales is of indigenous descent, was
the national vote in the 2005, 2009 and 2014 elections.
brought up by llama farmers and never pursued a university
degree. Moreover, Morales’s strong socialist principles appeal
However, this stability is not considered to be a sign
to many Bolivians. And he is not afraid to be vocal about
of improvement by everyone, with critics accusing the presithese socialist beliefs, or to engage in anti-American and anti-
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capitalist rhetoric. After his recent victory, Morales commented: “How much longer will we continue to be subjected
to the North American empire or the capitalist system? This
triumph is a triumph for anti-imperialists and anticolonialists.”

quarters of Bolivia’s exports. As a result, Bolivia’s overdependence on natural resources could cause problems in the
future, increasing the need for Morales to diversify the economy.

Ultimately, while many might disagree with his leftIn contrast to other countries where the Left’s promiwing policies and anti-capitalist stance and while he perhaps
nence is fading, Bolivia is an example of a country in South
should be careful not to alienate all foreign (oil) firms,
America where it continues to
Morales’s strategy has achieved
dominate. Morales’ government “In contrast to other countries where
real social gains in a short timehas invested substantially in its
span. Nevertheless, this is not to
the
Left’s
prominence
is
fading,
Bolivia
social programmes, distributing
say that the fight against crime,
is an example of a country in South corruption and autocratic tendenthe benefits of national resources
amongst the people. And this did
cies do not continue to be reasons
America where it continues to
not go without results. Whilst in
for concern. It also remains to be
dominate.”
2006 more than a third of the
seen how Morales will cope with
population lived in extreme povan easing commodities boom and
erty, this number has now fallen to one in five. Coming from
maintain his strong record of fiscal surpluses and economic
centuries of marginalisation and discrimination, Morales’s
growth rates.
devotion to Bolivia’s indigenous majority has reaped its
fruits. As one of his voters phrases it: “Evo is actually investWhen fighting for his third consecutive term, Morales
ing in the country. He’s developing and redistributing, not
said he was ruling out running for a fourth term, meaning
just lining his own pockets like past governments.”
that his re-election will give him no more than another five
years in power till 2020. With a growing middle-class and
At the same time, the Bolivian economy is prospering.
more educated and empowered young people, only time will
While public expenditure on social programmes has been
tell if the centre-right can recover lost grounds in these next
generous, Morales’s spending has also been disciplined. He
five years. Until then, President Evo Morales will have the
ran a fiscal surplus every year since his first term commenced
opportunity to demonstrate his ability to successfully run his
in 2006 and the economy maintained an average growth rate
socialist programme in the face of possible economic difficulof 5 percent. Continuing high prices and strong demand for
ties lying ahead.
Bolivia’s commodities have contributed to this. Additionally,
the renationalisation of most of the oil and gas industry by
mid-2006, which had been privatised during the ‘neoliberal’
1990s, has increased state reserves.
This combination of sensible macroeconomic and redistributive policies, as well as the flourishing of an oil and
gas industry under state control, has also resulted in higher
wages and cash transfer schemes to more vulnerable social

“This combination of sensible macroeconomic
and redistributive policies, as well as the
flourishing of an oil and gas industry under
state control, has also resulted in higher wages
and cash transfer schemes to more vulnerable
social groups.”

MARLOTTE VAN DAEL
has a MA in International Political Economy from the Department of Political Economy at King’s College London,
University of London. She is currently working as a Research Intern at the British Red Cross.

groups. Subsequently, internal demand is increasing while
people have more to spend. However, while the end of the
commodities boom has not officially hit Bolivia yet, prices of
natural gas and minerals are falling, which constitutes three-
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Information Technology and International Politics:
Uncloistering the Cardinal Choices of Society
By Camino Kavanagh
Great Expectations Emerge

I

n 1990, a group of experts meeting on the occasion of a
conference in Sendai, Japan recalled the words of C.P.
Snow, who some 30 years earlier had warned against
“cloistering the cardinal choices of society.”1 Despite the
euphoric declarations of a “new world order,” experts worried
that the rapid pace of technological change - particularly in
the field of information technology - would have adverse effects on international security and state-society relations,
especially as the technologies were becoming increasingly
critical to national power and economic well-being.2
Great expectations, nonetheless, infused experts’ views
that governments could avoid the mistakes of the past and
deal more constructively with “some of the disruptive sideeffects” stemming from advances in technology. Moreover, it
was hoped that broader public debate and participation
would help lift some of the fog surrounding the roles of the
new information technologies in the new post-Cold War order and help frame related discussions in an “intelligent and
constructive manner,” no longer “leav[ing] critical decisions
regarding technology and its uses in the hands of a scientificpolitical elite,” as had largely been the case during the Cold
War.
Great Expectations Flounder
Fast-forward some 25 years. International and domestic news and think-tank policy briefs are replete with tales of
imminent cyber wars between major powers, calling such
wars potential “cyber Pearl Harbours”3 and “Internet Yaltas.”4
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Deep insecurities in the DNA of the territorial sovereign state have in large part driven these developments; if
current geopolitical dynamics are anything to go by, these
deep insecurities are not going away anytime soon. Indeed,
they will probably intensify along with the shifting geopolitical context, not least because state interests and practices
regarding ICTs and cyberspace remain largely unbounded
and have entered into a somewhat dangerous cycle of strategic reciprocity.
The Internet in particular has become central to matters of international and domestic governance, with states
demonstrating an increasing interest in playing a role managing or controlling the medium, its infrastructure and/or its
content as a means to protect their own interests, which they
deem threatened by a range of actors and externalities. This
has happened before in relation to other information technologies, but this time the push for control is much more intense.
Sure enough, the hyper-connected nature of modern
societies has increased vulnerabilities and risks to such an
extent that the capacity to disrupt economic or other critical
assets now holds great strategic, operational and tactical
value for those actors - whether state or non-state - harbouring malicious intent. Of more concern is the growing belief
(perhaps mirroring some of the false assumptions of the socalled Revolution in Military Affairs) that in a situation of real
conflict, the actor with the most sophisticated command of
ICTs and robotics for surveillance, counter-surveillance, censorship, force projection, precision and targeting, possesses
the advantage. What we tend to forget is that this advantage
tends to hold only for the initial phase of an operation. After

that things get messy. And, as our recent history has shown,
we are not very good at messy, at managing crises complicated by unruly maelstroms of different peoples, politics, histories and passions.
Uncloistering Society’s Cardinal Choices?
Yet, is the situation as bleak as the media and many
policy pundits make it out to be? Perhaps not. Behind all the
Cassandresque tales of imminent “cyber armageddons” and
the collapse of societies from cyber attacks, much is going on
behind the scenes providing some solace for our current
mood of technological despair. Indeed, for several years now,
governments have been meeting behind closed doors to try to
make some sense out of our “cybered” world and agree on
norms to shape behaviour in this area.
The use of norms to tame or shape state behaviour
regarding the uses of information technologies is not new; it
has been a staple of international relations since the late
nineteenth century, deepening in intensity over time along
with the growing pervasiveness of the technologies. Today,
the focus has been to determine norms of appropriate state
behavior regarding the use of ICTs and cyberspace. In this
regard, in June 2013 a UN Group of Governmental Experts
(GGE) working within the framework of the UN General Assembly’s First Committee on Disarmament and International
Security reached consensus on the applicability of existing
norms of international law to cyberspace, including the UN
Charter (including the norm of state sovereignty) and the
Geneva Conventions and their Protocols. The group also
agreed on a range of confidence-building and capacitybuilding measures to help shape state behaviour in this area. 5
Getting to this stage was no easy feat and much work remains
ahead. Indeed, despite progress,6 the GGE report conceded
“that further study was needed to reach a common understanding of how such norms applied — noting that the unique
attributes of ICTs might require the creation of new norms
and not just the extension of existing ones to cyberspace.”7 A
new GGE has since been established to study the issue of how
existing norms apply in practice.8
Meanwhile, a range of international and regional organisations have also multiplied efforts to build confidence
among states regarding the uses of ICTs and other emerging
technologies with military and political applications. These
efforts have been slow, not least because of the complexity of
the issues involved, but they are very slowly, beginning to
bear fruit.

while solutions are being sought. It is a soft form of exercising
power, but one that should be receiving a lot more attention,
including from the media, especially given our tragic history
with war and conflict and current shifts in the geopolitical
environment,9 as well as well-founded perceptions of
“normative disintegration and disengagement” in Europe and
beyond.10
Unfortunately, however, we appear to almost committing some of the errors we were warned against in 1990: until
relatively recently, most of the decisions involving cyberspace
or ICTs and international security have been taking place
between a handful of technologically-sophisticated governments and an elite few, with limited involvement of those
state and non-state actors capable of supporting these processes from normative, technical or even informational perspectives. Perhaps there is a fear that broader processes will
be “messy,” as they do involve people, politics and passion,
and are generally informed by history.
Yet, this kind of “messy” is not necessarily bad. Cyberspace and ICTs do today form an essential part of our interconnected lives, and generally, as societies, we also remain
attached to the hard-won democratic gains of our recent history. Broader public debate and engagement on the challenges at hand, as well as on the progress that has been made,
for example on the norms and CBM front, can help avoid escalation of tensions between states and between states and
citizens, and circumvent misinterpretations. And at the risk
of sounding naïve, opening up engagement on these issues as
the OSCE has recently done under the Swiss chairmanship, 11
can also serve as a springboard to much-needed deliberation
on the broader challenges facing the post-Cold War liberal
democratic order and perhaps help mitigate the process of
internal corrosion or stagnation currently affecting the
world’s democracies. 12

CAMINO KAVANAGH
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These processes have lead to what one can perhaps call
a form of strategic pause, allowing for more direct discussion
on those issues most affecting states, and allaying tensions
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Obama’s Hollow Rhetoric:
Syria, Iraq and the Erosion of International Norms
By Anne Miles

A

s the recent midterm elections in the United States indicate, President Barack Obama is in trouble. Once the
Nobel Peace Prize-winning darling of the left and rhetorical
champion of the progressive ideals of international law and
norms, he now faces growing criticism on not only domestic
but also foreign policy issues: drones, Guantanamo, Benghazi, Syria, Islamic State, and the Russian Reset are just
some of the issues that have drawn bipartisan ire.
Yet despite all this, the President recently reiterated
his normative agenda as he told cadets at West Point in May
that what makes Americans “exceptional is not our ability to
flout international norms and the rule of law; it is our willingness to affirm them through our actions.”
Unfortunately, his rhetoric does not match reality. Despite Obama’s proclamations about norms as the central feature of his foreign policy, as a result of inaction in Syria and
Iraq, he has largely failed in upholding this normative dimension; this includes established norms of the prohibition
against the use of chemical weapons, the prevention of geno-

“Obama’s gamble showed the world that
norms might only be enforced when the
American President is strong enough to do
so.”
28

cide, and the emerging norm of Responsibility to Protect
(R2P).
Chemical Weapons, Redlines, and Syria
The norm against the use of chemical weapons has its
origins in the First World War, when the use of poisonous
chemicals killed an estimated 100,000, according to the
United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA).
Outrage from these deaths caused by toxic chemicals led to
the Geneva Protocol (1925), which outlawed their use in war,
and decades later the Chemical Weapons Convention (1992)
outlawed their production and stockpiling.
This norm was challenged in Syria with a chemical
weapons attack in the region of Ghouta in August 2013.
At a press conference in August 2012, over a year after
the pro-democracy protests that began the civil war, Obama
was asked by a reporter whether or not he would support
military intervention in Syria for the sake of keeping the
chemical weapons within the country safe. The President famously concluded that the use of chemical weapons would be
“a red line” for the US and “that there would be enormous
consequences” for such actions. “That would change my calculus,” he remarked.

of

It is difficult to support this claim given Obama’s lack
response
to
the
chemical
weapons
attack.

Supporters of the President might claim that his actions in fact were designed to uphold the norm against the
use of chemical weapons. He proposed limited air strikes to
do so, and norms were at the centre of his public rhetoric surrounding the issue. And ultimately, he found a diplomatic
solution with Russian President Vladimir Putin that allowed
for international inspectors.
But the fact is that Obama should not have gambled
with such an important norm in the first place. The President
knew that he was in a tough situation: he had neither the congressional support nor the international backing to take on
the Assad regime and impose the “enormous consequences”
that would be needed in order to properly punish such a violation. In the end, Obama’s gamble showed the world that
norms might only be enforced when the American President
is strong enough to do so.
The Prevention of Genocide, R2P and Islamic State
Obama’s failure to act to
halt Islamic State (IS) involves
two norms, one established in
the aftermath of the Second
World War and the other
emerging as a result of tragic,
large-scale losses of life in the
1990s. The nascent UN codified
the former in the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide as a direct
response to the Holocaust.
But as the international community failed to prevent
the Rwandan genocide or atrocities in the Balkans in the
1990s, a movement set out to develop the norm known as
R2P. Now codified into three pillars by the UN, R2P stipulates that states have the primary responsibility of preventing
genocide and other crimes against humanity, but that if states
cannot fulfill this responsibility, the international community
has an obligation to step in and protect these populations.
Theoretically, Obama should be the most competent
protecting these particular norms, as current UN Ambassador Samantha Power, a prominent scholar and activist involved in genocide prevention and R2P, has long served as a
key administration official. However, Obama’s lack of timely
action against IS has once again failed to uphold important
international norms.

The President claims that the limited air strikes
against targets in Iraq are being carried out in the name of
preventing genocide. Although the air strikes are said to be
having an effect on halting IS advances and degrading IS
leadership, they were too little, too late. The UN estimates
that at least 24,000 civilians have been killed by IS, with 1.8
million Iraqis displaced. And IS is very clear in its objectives
of genocide: forced religious conversions, the elimination of
the Yazidi people and other religious and ethnic minorities,
and the enslavement of women and girls are all well-known
elements of its policy.
One might argue that, as with Syria, Obama’s options
were limited. But this rings hollow. Of course, a bolder response would not be easy. The American people would have
to be persuaded. Allies would not be easily won. But if there
has been a clear test of a genocide that both fits the horrific
standards of the crime and presents a clear threat to American security to the US, it is IS, and the best that Obama could
muster was a series of limited air strikes when so many had
already been slaughtered and the city of Mosul captured.
Rhetoric vs. Reality
Had Obama acted
sooner in Syria, IS would not
be the threat that it poses
today. Yes, this would have
been difficult and risky. And
yes, this would have cost him
remaining political capital.
But the fact is that the task
of an American President is
not easy. Obama was elected
on the hope that he would
restore the central place of
international law and norms in American foreign policy. But
through his empty rhetoric he has ultimately eroded them.
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Current Racial Issues in the US: The Case of the Ferguson Issue
By Cecile Fisher

I

n early 2014, US Attorney General Eric Holder launched
an initiative to reduce racial tensions by reducing social
disparities. He stressed the need to “build trust within communities” and “[build] confidence in the justice system
among young people.”1 Since then, the Ferguson issue
sparked several unresolved racial tensions.
Racism today is not what it was sixty years ago; black
people are no longer being discriminated against and lynched
as they used to be. In a time when both the US President and
the Attorney General are black, racism still exists, it has simply taken a different form. Racism is less overt, more subtle,
but racial tensions remain nonetheless an important problem
in American society.
On August 9, 2014 in Ferguson (Missouri), African
American teenager Michael Brown was shot and killed by
White American police officer Darren Wilson. St Louis
County Police stated that Brown and his friend Dorian Johnson were jaywalking, so Officer Wilson asked them to get out
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of the road, which they refused. The Officer decided to get out
of his car to continue the conversation but was pushed back
by Brown, leading to a physical altercation in the car over the
officer’s weapon. A first bullet was shot inside the car, followed by other shots including the fatal bullet, fired outside
the vehicle.

“I feel like the Michael Brown shooting was
the tip of the iceberg as far as subtle racism
goes in America. Racism is not over. It’s never
been quelled, and it’s not going to be over.”
Dorian Johnson, Brown’s friend, offered a different
account of the events, defending that Darren Wilson had initiated violence. He recounts Wilson getting out of his car,
hitting Brown, firing a first couple of shots, then shooting
again as Brown was running away, triggering the death shot
as Brown was facing him, his hands up and compliant.
Brown’s story brought days of civil unrest in Ferguson and

overall outrage across the country. “Hands Up Don’t Shoot”
became a trending phrase in newspapers and on social media
used to condemn the police’s unnecessary use of violence.
“I feel like the Michael Brown shooting was the tip of
the iceberg as far as subtle racism goes in America. Racism is
not over. It’s never been quelled, and it’s not going to be
over.”2 - Annie Pham, Anthropology senior.
Ferguson is one of many cases of racial tensions between African American populations and White American
forces of authority. The town used to be predominantly white
in the 1990s with 74 percent of white people against 25 percent black, but has now become two-thirds black (67 percent). Despite the change in population, Ferguson’s police
force remains mostly white, with only three black officers out
of fifty-three. The same pattern can be seen across America,
where the average local police force is three-quarter white,
according to an investigation led by The New Republic.3
Stanford Law Professor David A. Sklansky argues this lack of
diversity is the reason there are so many altercations between
the two groups: it creates what Sklansky calls an “us-versusthem approach,”4 and increases the risk of racial profiling.
“Racial profiling is a daily reality for communities of
color across the country,” said Dr. Niaz Kasravi, the National
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People’s Criminal Justice director. According to data from the Missouri Attorney General’s Office concerning Ferguson in 2013,5 86
percent of stops, 92 percent of searches and 93 percent of
arrests targeted black people, in spite of the fact that a white
driver is more likely to have contraband in his car than a
black man - 34 against 22 percent respectively. This raises the
issue of white privilege and the never-ending question: would
black people suffer the same treatment if they were white?

ner for allegedly selling untaxed cigarettes, but Garner resisted. He was put on the ground by a police officer who used
an illegal choke hold on Garner, subdued on the ground
screaming “I can’t breathe!” as a video of the scene shows.
The 43-year old man died of a fatal heart attack minutes after
the assault. Lastly, days after Brown’s shooting in August
2014, Ezell Ford, a mentally challenged young man was shot
three times by white Los Angeles Police officers whilst unarmed and compliant on the ground, bystanders say. As for
Brown, Johnson insists that he declared “I don’t have a gun.
Stop shooting,” with his hands apparent in the air.
Of course, officers are not the only ones perpetrating
racial tensions, and the tensions are not only between black
and white people. In 2012, teenager Trayvon Martin, unarmed, was shot and killed by Hispanic American George
Zimmerman during a round of his neighbourhood watch. We
should also acknowledge where America has come from and
where it is now. After centuries of slavery and segregation,
African Americans now enjoy the same rights and status as
White Americans; the US have come a long way, but still have
a long way to go.
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Black people, especially men, remain the target of police intervention for banal, everyday actions, as Brown was
for jaywalking. In 2004, New-York police officer Richard S.
Neri Jr. shot unarmed 19-year old Timothy Stansbury Jr. because the teenager "startled" him. This case has been ruled
accidental by the Grand Jury examining it, but not all of them
are accidental: and police abuse and misconducts towards
black men are not a rare occurrence.
In January 2009, 22-year old Oscar Grant III was tasered by white Bay Area Police officer Johannes Mehserle
when, witnesses claim, Grant was on the floor imploring not
to be tasered. That same year, already in Ferguson, police
officers mistakenly arrested 52-year old Henry Davis. The
police locked him up even after realising their error, and
Davis declared he was beaten by four officers. In July 2014,
white New-York police officers attempted to arrest Eric Gar-
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The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership: An On-going Debate
By Emily Couch

A

“ground breaking partnership”, an “assault on democracy”, “an enormous economic prize”: these are just
some of the dichotomising tags attached to the controversial
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). Announced at the 2013 G8 summit by President Barrack Obama
and the then EU Commission President, Jose Manuel Barroso, the TTIP has elicited a whirlwind of passion both positive and negative.
It aims to slash, and eventually abolish, tariffs imposed
on US and EU products when they are imported and exported. Standards for food, safety and labour are essentially
the same on either side of the Atlantic, the pro-TTIP argument goes, so it only makes sense to remove the minor but
troublesome differences.1 Anti-TTIP campaigns, however, see
things quite differently: for them, the TTIP is a dangerous,
neo-liberal move that supports only big business and flies in
the face of government accountability to the public.
The mass popular protests across more than onethousand European cities on the 11th of October leaves little
room for doubting the antipathy of EU citizens to the agreement – but where does the United States stand in all
this? Obama may be heading for a popularity nadir with the
public, and the Republicans may be obstructing him at every
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turn, but, thus far, he has suffered almost no censure regarding the TTIP. Congress’s refusal to renew the “fast-track” (the
system whereby the President could demand an up-or-down
vote on trade deals from Congress without line by line disputation) does cast a shadow over possible adoption of the TTIP
but, aside from this, the American public have been surprisingly unvocal on the matter. Why might this be?

“The TTIP officially cements economic ties but
unofficially cements ties in foreign policy.”
Firstly, we must remember the glaringly obvious: the
TTIP is not between 2 states, it is between 1 state and 28.
Though public trust may be low, the US Government, unlike
the European Union, is not suffering from an institutional
crisis. Secondly, unlike its trans-Atlantic partners, it does not
have to deal with the scepticism and protest of 28 different
countries. The EU alone already drips with accusations about
the infringement of member states’ sovereignty; The US simply does not have to contend with this problem. According to
the Pew Research Centre, seventy-two percent of Americans
support the TTIP.2 This marked difference in reception is
indicative of concerns deeper than the TTIP itself: the feeling
amongst European citizens of being alienated from a shady,

bureaucratic institution has been increasing for some time –
the decision of the US and the EU to keep the negotiations
strictly confidential until all 29 chapters of the TTIP have
been agreed only aggravates this sentiment.
However, that is not to say that the US political establishment is without its troubles. Eliot J. Fieldman, an American advisor on trade to foreign governments, organisations,
and corporations, argues that the TTIP negotiations could
deepen existing divisions in the US government: often, free
trade agreements enjoy bipartisan support as Republicans are
proponents of economic liberalisation and, though traditionally protectionist, the Democratic caucus is not likely to gainsay its President.3 Yet, Fieldman argues, the TTIP will not

“The TTIP is based on the assumption that
the EU is a stable economic bloc. . . .The EU
is anything but stable as the success of
Eurosceptic parties in May, and the looming
threat of a UK exit illustrate.”
adhere to this model: two thirds of House Democrats wrote to
the president protesting against their lack of inclusion in
TTIP and TPP negotiations. Furthermore, negotiations will
highlight the Republican ideological split. Traditionally supporters of the fast-track system and free trade, the Tea Party
wing is willing to reject this to stop the President having more
power. So while not as dramatic as the problems faced by the
EU, the TTIP will still challenge the American political system: if Congress refuses to pass the agreement, the possibility
for a working relationship between the executive and legislative branches will be seriously undermined.
What the TTIP negotiations also illustrate is America’s
current position on the world stage. Economy is ideology: the
BRICS development bank (established to rival the World
Bank), being founded by key countries countering ‘Westerncentric’ policy, is a prominent example. Thomas Duestenburg, Executive Director of the Manufacturing & Society in
the 21st Century Program at the Aspen Institute, highlights
the practical relationship between the TTIP and Ukraine: if
America can export shale gas to Europe, the latter’s reliance
on Russian energy will significantly decrease.4 The agreement
of the TTIP would establish the US as a rival energy provider
to Russia and would consolidate its international leverage by
increasing EU reliance on American energy. Barroso himself
underlined the TTIP’s ideological role, stating that it manifested “the principles and values of open economies and open
societies”.5 Since economic partnership renders political opposition less probable, increased trade ties between the US
and the EU could only solidify their concerted foreign policy,
especially regarding Russia’s actions in Ukraine. Obama’s
interest in the agreement must, therefore, extend beyond the

simply economic because the TTIP officially cements economic ties but unofficially cements ties in foreign policy.
This is not dissimilar to the exclusion of China in the
TPP negotiations: the US and China may not have such an
antagonistic history as the US and Russia, but it is worth remembering that China-US relations remain fraught. China is
still technically communist, its sovereignty claims over surrounding archipelagos are disputed by US allies, and
Obama’s perceived attempt to contain the country’s economic
boom leave little doubt as to why the US targeted Asian countries on China’s periphery in the TPP negotiations.6 If the
TTIP and the TPP were to come into force, America would
have made itself essential to the economies of other states
thus establishing two bulwarks against the unfriendly powers
of Russia and China.
Nevertheless, we must consider the cracks in the US’s
logic in tying itself so closely to the European Union. The
TTIP is based on the assumption that the EU is a stable economic bloc: the sheer expanse of areas that the partnership
would cover (industry, agriculture, digital economy, energy to
name but a few) means that, even if the TTIP was agreed, it
would take many years to fully implement it. The EU is anything but stable as the success of Eurosceptic parties in May,
and the looming threat of a UK exit illustrate. If the TTIP was
agreed and a state left the EU, that state would have to renegotiate trade terms with the US.7 Moreover, while democratic
and social values are broadly similar both sides of the Atlantic, the US stance on data protection and the Angela Merkel
phone-tapping scandal have left it unpopular with the general
European public.8 In sum, there are two rifts: firstly, between
the US and European citizens, and, secondly, between these
citizens and the European Union itself. Both shed doubt on
the benefits for America that a fully implemented TTIP would
bring.
The TTIP negotiations tell us about growing problems
in the US political system, America’s manoeuvring on the
world stage and the worsening of the EU’s relationship with
its member states and how this could undermine the US’s
efforts. Embroiled in the TTIP as well as the TPP, the main
question is whether Obama will be able to see both partnerships into fruition and create a legacy for himself as the President who placed America at the forefront of economic competition and a globalising world.
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For a Europe-wide Approach to Prostitution
By Mary Honeyball

E

arlier this year I introduced a non-legislative report in
Currently in the European Union the regulation of
the European Parliament that recommended adopting a
prostitution is decided individually by each member state.
Europe-wide approach to the issue of prostitution which has
With each member state having power to regulate prostitupopularly become known as the Nordic model of prostitution in any way it sees fit, introducing legislation at a Euro1
tion. This view of prostitution places the burden of responsipean level will be extremely complex. Indeed, some member
bility – or rather criminalises
states regulate prostitution
“In the Netherlands for example, prostitutes at a hyper local level, mean– those seeking to buy sexual
services rather than those
carry out talks in schools and discuss their al- ing that some streets have
who are trying to sell it.
ternative means of employment. The danger different rules to others.
Therefore a proper Europehere
is
that
it
normalises
sex
work
and
could
Essentially this model
wide analysis is extremely
seeks to support prostituted
difficult to undertake.
possibly glamorise it too.”
women, many of whom are
victims of trafficking or other exploitative relationships or
Approaches in European countries
who have in one way or another been coerced into prostitution either through direct means i.e. by a trafficker;2 or indiCurrently within Europe the regulation of prostitution
rect means i.e. due to poverty or other economic circumcan be broadly divided into two models. In member states
stances. The purpose of this model is that it reduces the delike the Netherlands and Germany, for example, legislation
mand for sex and the purchaser, usually the man, is criminalwas introduced in the 1990s which legalised prostitution alised.
lowing prostitutes to work as service providers. This became
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known as the regulatory approach.3 In this approach prostitutes have access to social security systems and are registered
taxpayers. There is also less likelihood of them becoming socially maligned. In the Netherlands for example, prostitutes
carry out talks in schools and discuss their alternative means
of employment.4 The danger here is that it normalises sex
work and could possibly glamorise it too.

“...every time there is a benefit cut, it forces
women on the game.”
This laissez-faire approach, supporters argue, reduces
prostitutes’ vulnerability and opportunity for others to exploit
them. Alternatively, the introduction of legislation which legalises prostitution increases the ease with which trafficking
can take place. Indeed, a report written for the European Parliament FEMM committee highlighted that working conditions for prostitutes and the level of violence had not improved under this approach.5 The Nordic, or abolitionist
model, however, adopted by the likes of Sweden and Spain
has deterred traffickers and reduced the demand. France is
also seeking to follow the Nordic route.
Adopting a liberal approach like both Germany and
Holland have inevitably let down thousands of women who
need to be helped and supported. At its worst the approach
condones violence against women who are coerced into prostitution by not offering them any help. And what of the many
cases of trafficking? For the majority of women are performing this role against their will. If prostitution is legalised or
decriminalised then there is even less opportunity to find and
help vulnerable women and those who have been trafficked.
A helpful study to explore here is “Men Create the Demand:
Women are the Supply” by Donna M. Hughes, University of
Rhode Island.6 She writes: “we have to oppose the legalization and regulation of prostitution and trafficking, which allow women to be exploited and abused under state determined conditions, and the decriminalization of pimping, trafficking and buying women in prostitution. We must focus
more attention on the legitimacy of the demand by men to
sexually exploit women and girls. We have to hold the criminals and perpetrators accountable for the harm they do.”
Furthermore, if prostitution was legalised or decriminalised then it would acknowledge that prostitution is normal
and inevitable. Here again Hughes points out that it is neither
of these: “It is abuse and exploitation of women and girls that
results from structural inequality between women and men
on a world scale.”
Attitudes to prostitution
Regardless of the approach, it will take a generation to

change the attitude towards prostitution, while many women
and men already find it an unacceptable pursuit there are
those who will seek to purchase sexual services of women
regardless and it is here that the change will be most evident.
A change in attitude is entirely possible. Indeed in their 2011
study Kotsadam and Jakobsson found that young men in
Norway have changed their attitudes towards buying sex. 7
They found, in interviews with police, that “in the largest cities the law has had a normative effect on people’s behaviour.”
Although it is still early to be in a position to properly
evaluate the effect criminalising the purchasing of sexual services has had, the available evidence is nevertheless promising.8 For example, the ban on the purchase of sex in Sweden
has had a normative effect in the sense that it has led to a
reduction in the demand for sexual services. Legislation has
clearly been very important in breaking this cycle and indeed
turning the normative effect on its head.
There is a body of prostitutes, of course, who are
wholly opposed to my report and claim that such proposals
(criminalising the purchaser of sex) would put an end to their
livelihood. However, I arrive at the same conclusion each
time; I simply do not believe that the majority of prostituted
women take this as a preferred career choice. There are many
reasons why women turn to prostitution and almost always it
is out of necessity. Hughes’ thesis is that prostitution is neither natural nor inevitable; “It is [an] abuse and exploitation
of women and girls,” she writes. This is exactly right, and it is
men who create the demand so therefore it is only logical to
criminalise them rather than those they are exploiting.
The English Collective of Prostitutes argue it is patronising to call them victims. They vehemently argue that their
views aren’t taken seriously because of stereotypical views
related to prostitution.9 They claim that they are “sex workers” through choice and have not been coerced nor do they
view themselves as vulnerable or as victims. However, in the
same breath they are prepared to admit: “every time there is a
benefit cut, it forces women on the game.”10 In this instance
selling your body is done because it is necessary to survive. It
therefore represents a lack of choice, and suggests women
don’t choose to become prostitutes but are forced into it for
economic reasons.
In an article I wrote earlier this year for the Huffington
Post, I said the “freedom of choice” argument is seductive I
said the '“freedom of choice” argument is seductive, but it's
not the right way of tackling this issue. 11 I highlighted that “a
delegation of over 70 researchers and academic argued last
week - writing in open letter in support of my report - "the
layers of disadvantage experienced by women mean that socalled 'free' choices are actually decisions made in conditions
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of already existing inequality and discrimination." They conclude that “choices made in conditions of being unequal cannot be considered 'free'.” If we are to take the argument that
there is a difference between “voluntary” and “forced” prostitution then the research needs to be more comprehensive.
Precisely because prostitution is carried out in a clandestine
manner it is hard to find reliable statistics.
As the European Parliament report I highlighted earlier states, “the lack of reliable data - the latest data available
for Germany and the Netherlands are from 2007 - hinders
this debate as it keeps the prostitution market opaque. There
is no clear picture of the number of prostitutes and their clients, and their revenue and profits (including for the pimps).
Therefore, both the debate and political decision-making depend on estimations.”

most recently Directive 2011/36/EU, laying down minimum
sanctions for traffickers as well as minimum support measures for victims.
Concluding remarks
The Palermo Protocol allows us to consider some concluding remarks, particularly concerning the issue of consent.
How can we ever really know if prostitution is delivered as a
sex service whereby both the purchaser and seller are on an
equal footing? Perhaps the most realistic view is that it is procured under the conditions of coercion or force.

I firmly believe that for the vast majority of women
who do not enter the business of prostitution through trafficking or other directly exploitative means, even they would
make different choices if they were available. If the economic
There is data available
climate wasn’t against them, if
“A report published in 2012 by Fondation
which provides an idea of the
they had better employment
scale of the industry and there- Scelles found that prostitution has a global di- opportunities and were not
fore the enormous struggle
mension, involving around 40-42 million peo- living in poverty perhaps their
there is to combat it. A report
choices would be different.
ple
worldwide,
of
which
90
percent
are
depublished in 2012 by FondaIndeed considering all of
tion Scelles found that prostithese things, can it be argued
pendent on a procurer.”
tution has a global dimension,
that it’s ever a free decision
involving around 40-42 million people worldwide, of which
when these factors are working against women?
90 percent are dependent on a procurer.12 Some 75 percent of
them are between 13 and 25 years old. The European report
Overall it is difficult to deny that prostituted women
also reveals that “the most conservative official statistics sugare vulnerable but they are almost always the victims of
gest that 1 in 7 prostitutes in Europe are victims of trafficking,
abuses of power, be that economic or sexual. This is precisely
while some Member States estimate that between 60 percent
why the Nordic, or abolitionist approach, whereby the purand 90 percent of those in their respective national prostituchaser of sex is criminalised, is the only sensible approach to
tion markets have been trafficked.”
take. Although my report last year was ratified in the European Parliament it was non-legislative. However, now that we
These figures don’t reveal everything, but they provide
have entered a new mandate I see this as an opportunity to
a guide and give some indication of the scale of the problem.
lobby the new commissioner responsible for gender equality,
What is clear from these statistics, just consider the age of
Commissioner Věra Jourová to seek support for taking the
some of these victims, is that attitudes must change. And in
report further.
addition to criminalising the purchaser rather than the supplier of sex, national governments have a responsibility to
provide adequately funded services which provide the necessary support for those who are suffering from the traumatic
experiences they have been involved in. Stakeholders, including charities, the police and the NHS, must support women to
MARY HONEYBALL
move out of that cycle of exploitation whether they are trafis an MEP for London and Labour representative in
ficked victims or not.
Indeed, international and European legislators have
stepped up their efforts to fight trafficking. For example, the
United Nations developed the Palermo Protocol in 2000
which provided an agreed definition of trafficking and initiated a number of further activities, like the Council of Europe
Convention against trafficking in human beings (2005) and
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the Women's Rights and Gender Equality Committee
in the European Parliament.

Ideology and Abolitionism: the Harms of Criminalising the Purchase of Sex
By Pye Jakobsson and Jay Levy
Introduction
In Britain, the purchase and sale of sex have never
been criminalised. Instead, sex work has variously been constructed as a question of public order, disease, and moral disruption. The Contagious Disease Acts of the 19 th century allowed for the medicalised inspection and incarceration of
female sex workers, with the sexuality of sex workers’ clients
normalised and naturalised just as that of sex workers was
pathologised and sensationalised. Concerns (and blame) surrounding venereal disease were revivified in the context of
the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and today sex workers in the UK
are subject to Antisocial Behaviour Orders (so-called
‘ASBOs’) and are indirectly criminalised through legislation
against activities surrounding sex work, including pimping,
procuring, brothel running… In short, sex workers have been
consistently blamed, controlled, marginalised, pathologised,
and socially excluded. But this has never resulted in legislation against the act of buying or selling sex itself.
Yet an ideological and misguided ambition to abolish
prostitution has been increasingly advocated internationally..
Sex work, so this argument goes, is inherently problematic,
and must be abolished. Making sex work safer and prioritising the rights of those currently working as sex workers is
sidelined.
This brief essay outlines the discourse that frames such
an ambition, as well as the legislation that is advocated by
those who seek to abolish sex work, namely the criminalisation of the purchase of sex. We will highlight some of the outcomes of this legislation, and make some suggestions for
moving forward.

of how inherently harmful sex work is in itself, both to the
individual as well as to society as a whole. It follows, therefore, that if sex work is to be generalised as harmful and involuntary, people migrating and selling sex are asserted to be
victims of trafficking. Served by this analysis, the imperative
of combating human trafficking has distorted the discussion
about sex work.5
The (flawed) Argument for Criminalising the Purchase of Sex

Conflations and Generalisations
Over the last decade, numerous European states, including the UK, have looked to change their sex work legislation.
Moral panic surrounding immigration,1 alongside a
conflation of sex work and trafficking, has been fundamental
in moves to introduce new and radical sex work legislation. 2
These conflations of sex work and trafficking stems from a
construction of sex work as inherently violent and problematic, as the ultimate embodiment of patriarchal subjugation
of women.3 In short, the risks that can be associated with sex
work are generalised as constant and immutable.4 Thus, violence, stigmatisation, and discrimination are seen as evidence

The argument goes that without demand for sexual
services, sex work in general - and trafficking for the purpose
of sexual exploitation in particular - will no longer exist. This
narrative has resulted in various laws targeting both clients of
sex workers, third parties, and sex workers themselves. Such
legislation aims ostensibly to control and eliminate sex work
and human trafficking.
Of particular significance is the so-called ‘Swedish
Model’, where sex workers’ clients are criminalised and the
act of selling sex is not. This legislation has been hugely influential, with a version of the legislation adopted in Norway
and Iceland, and numerous other states advocating adoption
of the law. Such interest in “the sex purchase law” (in Swed-
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Swedish, sexköpslagen) fails to take into account the objections and concerns expressed by sex workers’ own organisations, numerous academics and activists, NGOs, as well as
different organs of the United Nations, notably UNAIDS and
UNDP.6789 Indeed, after a recent vote in Northern Ireland, a
version of the legislation will be introduced in 2015 (despite
widespread opposition from sex worker organisations and
researchers alike), and a few weeks ago there was a (failed)
proposal to introduce criminalisation of clients in the UK 10
(reminiscent of the previous Labour government’s failed attempt to criminalise the purchase of sex some years ago).

simply displaced off-street into clandestine space.22 Those
who sell sex in public spaces in Sweden are often what may be
termed “emergency sex workers,” in that they need their
money urgently and/or have been unable to establish themselves off-street due to a lack of internet access or access to
a mobile phone. These sex workers are in need of service
provision and harm reduction initiatives, yet the legislation
has resulted in hampering outreach and authoritative assistance (such as it is).23

The Outcomes of the Swedish Model11

In Sweden’s efforts to export the sexköpslagen to other
countries, it is often stressed that the act of selling sexual services was actively decriminalised in 1999. Thus, it is argued
that the legal onus is placed squarely on the shoulders of clients, with sex workers protected from state-sponsored interference and harassment. This is misleading, since numerous
sex work-specific laws were not repealed at the time the law
criminalising the purchase of sex was introduced. Rather, the
legislation was added to a plethora of existing legislation that
criminalises everything from renting out premises for the
purposes of sex work, to driving a sex worker to see a client.
In fact, the only facet of sex work that is not in some way
criminalised is the selling of the sexual service itself.

The 1999 criminalisation of the purchase of sex in
Sweden was based on the aforementioned discourse that
frames sex work as a form of gender-based violence. Sex
workers are seen as victims without the capacity to consent to
sex work. First introduced as a tool to promote gender equality,12 it has since been promoted as a tool with which to combat trafficking (something that was not mentioned when the
law was first introduced).
As with criminalising legislation of this sort, the result
of the Swedish model has been to increase the harms experienced by the most vulnerable sex workers. Street-based sex
workers report having less negotiating time with clients who
are agitated and stressed about the possibility of getting arrested. Having to jump into a car without having time to ascertain the potential risks of a situation, without having time
to negotiate the intricacies of the transaction, and so forth, all
exacerbate risk.13 14 Sex workers who need their money more
urgently are forced to accept clients who do not leave information with which they can be identified, placing sex workers
in considerable danger.15 Moreover, clients of sex workers are
now reluctant to report abuse and trafficking when they suspect it to be taking place for fear of legal repercussion. 16
And despite such considerable harm to the wellbeing
of sex workers, the law has failed to demonstrably decrease
levels of sex work. A claim that is frequently made is that sex
work in general has decreased and that the legislation prevents trafficking for sexual exploitation.17 Neither of these
claims have been supported by any convincing evidence: excluding estimates of levels of street-based sex work (which
are erroneously supposed to be indicative of overall levels of
sex work)18 there is a distinct lack of robust data vis-à-vis levels of overall sex work or levels of trafficking.19
Though levels of street-based sex work did appear to
decrease following the law, they increased thereafter.20 21 Furthermore, there is evidence that as opposed to ceasing sex
work – as the law intends – street-based sex workers were
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Other Legislation

Since it is illegal to provide premises for the purposes
of prostitution in Sweden, police have been noted to inform
sex workers’ landlords that their tenant is selling sex, forcing
evictions. The same has applied to hotels and venues. Sex
workers additionally cannot work together cooperatively for
safety, since they can be prosecuted for pimping one another.
And the process of arresting clients for buying sex involves
hugely invasive police raids;24 a far cry from protecting sex
workers from authoritative harassment.
All this serves to exacerbate social exclusion and marginalisation of sex workers; far from being decriminalised,
sex workers in Sweden remain – for all intents and purposes
– criminalised and persecuted by the state.
Modes of Silencing
There have been numerous critics of the Swedish
model both intra- and inter-nationally, notably sex workers
and sex worker rights organisations themselves. However,
sex workers’ own lived experiences are selectively dismissed,
using what may be termed “modes of silencing.”25 These
processes of silencing testimony variously assert that sex
workers lie about the “true” nature of their work, that sex
workers are misrepresentative or unrepresentative, that sex
workers suffer from “false consciousness” and thus cannot
objectively comprehend the nature of their work, and indi-

viduals are additionally attacked and caricatured as being in
league with pimps and traffickers.

and kidnapping. Thus, specific laws regulating the sex industry are unnecessary and the perceived need for them becomes
even less logical when considering the negative consequences
Even sex workers who
that such laws often have on
“These understandings of sex workers as
sex workers’ health and safety.
have had experiences more
along the lines of a construc- disempowered victims without agency serve Risk and harm associated with
tion of sex work as inherently not only to justify an exclusion of sex workers sex work is due to criminalisaviolent and problematic are
tion, stigma, and resultant
from
policy
and
legislative
debates,
but
seldom included in public disdiscrimination. Until sex work
is decriminalised, it will be
cussions: service providers or
additionally feed into a compounding of
impossible to mitigate these
other representatives of civil
social stigma.”
risks.3233
society or governmental organisations are often perceived to be better suited to represent the voices and experiences of sex workers than sex workSex work legislation needs to prioritise human rights,
26
ers themselves (who are asserted to be too traumatised or
health, and wellbeing. Unfortunately, sex work law and policy
lacking in insight regarding the apparent harms to which they
is increasingly being used as a lens through which to politi27
are subjected). There are therefore very few opportunities
cally posture and ideologically legislate, whilst ignoring the
for the current political discourse to be questioned by sex
views of those to whom legislation applies: sex workers themworkers, and something of a consensus has been established
selves.
and maintained on the topic of sex work in Sweden, divisive
though it may usually be.28
These understandings of sex workers as disempowered
victims without agency serve not only to justify an exclusion
of sex workers from policy and legislative debates, but additionally feed into a compounding of social stigma. Stigmatising understandings of sex work, derivative from the discursive backdrop of the legislation, have informed the views of
service and healthcare providers and the Swedish police in
turn, again serving to increase social exclusion.29
Conclusion: we need to learn from Sweden, not repeat its mistakes
In the UK, Swedish legislation has been advocated on a
political level30 over the past decade and, as discussed, states
through Europe continue to look to Sweden. The fact that
Norway’s adoption of the Swedish model of criminalisation
has yielded detrimental outcomes similar to those in Sweden31 should serve as a reminder of the law’s negative side
effects.
Though the topics of human trafficking, contemporary
slavery, and patriarchal oppression of women are certainly
emotive (and pressing), we would do well to remember that
in the UK (and the EU), we already have laws in place that are
perfectly adequate for dealing with any form of exploitation,
force, or violence that sex workers (or anybody else for that
matter) might be subjected to. This is also true in relation to
trafficking for sexual purposes. Internationally, examples of
such laws include laws on forced labour, laws against slavery
or practices similar to slavery or servitude, laws against sexual exploitation, rape, dependent adult abuse, child labour,
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Europe on Alert: The Rise of Anti-Semitism
By Olivia Burns

I

n the wake of the recent Israeli operation into Gaza,
Europe saw a spark of anti – Semitism, taking several
forms. While the backlash that followed was linked to Operation Protective Edge, not all the incidents were created equal.
Some rallies that masqueraded as pro – Palestinian were in
actuality populated almost entirely by adult males crying out
in favour of the Nazis. In London and the south of France,
violent attacks against members of Orthodox Jewish communities dominated the headlines.
More recently the stabbing of a Belgian Jew in the
neck triggered calls for action against the rise of the AntiSemitic wave. According to Italy's Centre of Contemporary
Jewish Documentation, Anti-Semitic incidents in the Mediterranean country almost tripled this summer. Many voices
contributed to the subsequent debate, but analysis that expressed criticism of Israeli policy was dismissed as anti – Semitic. It seemed impossible to express condemnation for both
the anti – Semitic protests and the actions of the Israeli government. Indeed, the wave of attacks was met with a reinforcement of support for Israel, but not explicit solidarity
with the Jewish communities that were targeted. This fact
highlights a cognitive bias that Jewish opinion is equivalent
to Israeli foreign policy.
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A critical mass of journalism and scholarly articles
conflate criticism of Israel as a state with anti – Semitism,
when the frank truth is thus: there is much to criticise about
Israel’s actions that have nothing to do with its religion. If it
is true that Israel’s religion is irrevocably linked to its statehood, then its status as a democracy is called into question.
Engaging in criticism of the state of Israel has been
controversial since its formation, which in fairness has little
precedent elsewhere in history. The long and tragic history of
Jewish persecution should not be overlooked by any scholar
who claims to care about the fate of Israelis, Palestinians, or
the Middle East as a whole. This history, stretching from the
Seleucid Empire, the Pogroms, and the Holocaust, has not
only caused suffering and systematic intolerance to the global
Jewish community, but has crippled a huge part of modern
political discourse. Criticism of the state of Israel has become
synonymous with anti – Semitism which has lead to further
polarisation and less thoughtful discussion. Mira Bar Hillel, a
columnist for the Independent, describes her inability to receive an answer on the topic from ex MP Louise Mensch, stating that the former minister was “uncharacteristically quiet”
when asked whether the “definition of anti – Semitism had
been extended to include anyone who dares criticise Is-

rael.” (Mira Bar Hillel, “There’s nothing new about conflating
criticism of Israel with anti-Semitism,” quoted by The Independent on July 25, 2014).
I argue that there are three major blows to intellectual
debate as a result of these recent attacks: homogenisation of
Jewish opinions, radicalisation of Palestinian political concerns, and a decreasing ability for individuals to question the
action of the state, if it can be deemed to be religiously intolerant. (Another example of this, that people are really only
starting to talk about, is Saudi Arabia. A Muslim state, but
one whose relationship with the US makes it basically immune to actual criticism and who uses its religion to justify
draconian and abusive laws).
In a recent interview by Canadian commentator Ezra
Levant, Melanie Phillips, author of Londinistan, spoke about
Israel’s recent Operation Protective Edge in Gaza and the
protests that followed. All of the nearly seven minutes of the
interview was spent making blanket arguments about the
views of “Western Liberals”, which essentially amount to saying that Palestinian causes, and indeed those of other minority groups, only received attention because they were “sexy”.
Again, rather than actually trying to separate what qualifies
as anti – Semitic language (chanting “Hail Hitler” in the
street certainly does) and what is legitimate political feedback
of a contemporary state that claims to be democratic, there is
a trend of dismissing critique that is complicated and uncomfortable. Democracy, by its very definition, necessitates feedback, otherwise it is just fascism dressed up.
Noted historian Robert Wistrich has also been prolific
on the subject of “Islamofacism” and draws direct connections between Nazi ideology and Arab anti–Semitism beginning in the 1930s. Wistrich argues that there is a correlation
between the rise of fascist socialist ideology and the growth of
Islamic extremism.1
Who decides what criticism is legitimate? Much of political philosophy is devoted to answering questions about
how the state should interact with its citizens or subjects.
Enlightenment thought is generally agreed upon as a turning
point in political philosophy, as thinkers like Rousseau and
Locke perpetrated the idea that an individual has the right
and indeed, the obligation to critique the actions of the state,
in the very interest of the state itself. In other words, feedback
from the citizenry is perceived as integral to the efficacy and
legitimacy of the modern state.

reason than that they are easily identifiable. However, it is
key to note that anti – Semitism directed at Orthodox Jews as
a form of protest against Israel is predicated on the assumption that all Orthodox Jews share identical values to Eretz
Israel, which further perpetuates the stereotype that all Jews,
regardless of sect or environment have no political identity
outside the state of Israel. This is obviously a fallacy, and does
a great disservice not only to those who are the target of anti–
Semitism, but to the global Jewish community. This assumption robs them of the right to a diversity of opinion, and the
opportunity to participate in the wider debate.
Lastly, though this issue is not new, these recent protests, marked by images of men holding Palestinian flags,
with cries of “Gas the Jews!” are poised to become the new
face of the Palestinian community. Similarly to the lack of
opportunity for the Jewish community to express a diversity
of opinion, so too is the Palestinian community facing this
same challenge. The images of rioters in the streets across
Europe detract from legitimate Palestinian political concerns.
The recent Israeli campaign in Gaza and the anti –
Semitic protests and attacks that followed - especially in
Europe - should be seen as above all, an opportunity for intellectual growth. Out of the deaths of Palestinians and the horrific attacks on the Jewish community, we as a society should
be re-evaluating how we criticize not only the Israeli state,
but any government.
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Tangential to that point is again what seems to be a
homogenization of Jewish political views. Highly visible Orthodox Jewish communities have borne the brunt of the anti–
Semitic attacks, especially in Europe, ostensibly for no other
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How to Tackle a New European Financial Crisis
By Javier Espinoza

I

t was a warning that had very little echo at the time. The
outgoing European Union Commissioner for Internal
Market and Services, Michael Barnier, warned last October of
the renewed risk of new financial crises as a continuation of
what hit the financial markets in 2008. "The crises which
have been hitting Europe since 2008 have not finished," he
warned.
But Mr. Barnier seemed to be right. Only recently
David Cameron, the British Prime Minister, wrote in an article for the Guardian newspaper that "six years on from the
financial crash that brought the world to its knees, red warning lights are once again flashing..."
Against this backdrop, it seems wise to revive the
thoughts around crises and their cyclical nature brought to
light by US economist Hyman P. Misky who argued that capitalism is inherently unstable and therefore prone to repeated
bouts of boom and bust cycles, overnight become shorthand
for what was perceived as a radical view on everything that
was wrong in the banking system.
While he was no radical, I argue that his thoughts on
the cyclical nature of financial markets and their tendency to
crisis should be revived to implement policies to constraint
this instability. While this alternative is less radical than
Marx's ideal of rewriting the whole script of the system, I believe are more realistic and easier to implement if there is
political will.
In essence, Minsky, who broadly accepts free markets
and the need for their stability, dismissed the self-correcting,
profit-maximising attributes of markets (which are heralded
by neoclassical theory) and called for governments to step in
to fix the mess following period of excessive risk taking. He
went on to say that while measures are taken to fix markets, it
is during this period that the seeds for further instability are
planted. Up until 2007, the early start of the financial crisis,
his ideas had mostly inhabited the obscurity of the world of
academia and were hardly publicised outside economic circles with his books largely out of print.
However, in mid August financial stocks across the
board fell on concerns over the subprime mortgage market in
the US, flagged by Swiss bank UBS.1 and it is around then
that his ideas started to gradually capture a large number of
inches in the mainstream press. At the time, the Wall Street
Journal wrote in a front page article that Minsky's ideas were
"reverberating from New York to Hong Kong as economists

42

and traders try to understand what's happening in the markets."2 Leading economists started discussing the Minsky moment.3 Already, at that early stage of the financial crisis,
there were those with enough foresight that argued, in line
with Minsky, that the actions taken during the latest crisis
will "likely sep up the seeds of the next bubble."4
It is easy to see how Minsky, who was raised during
the recession in the 1930s and who died in the United States
in 1996,5 suddenly became appealing as the whole world began to realise that the system that had been on a growth trajectory for years looked like it was coming to a complete halt.
His ideas are about the inherit instability built in the financial
system, a major engine of growth in capitalist societies.
Throughout his career since the late of the 1950s6 until his
death, Minsky spent a great deal of his time advancing his
Financial Instability Hypothesis, which in essence explained

“It is easy to see how Minsky, who was raised
during the recession in the 1930s and who died
in the United States in 1996, suddenly became
appealing as the whole world began to realise
that the system that had been on a growth trajectory for years looked like it was coming to a
complete halt.”
how as prosperity expands companies lose their memory of
the risks inherent in borrowing. He outline the three phases
of debt (hedge, speculative and ponzi). Shortly after a crisis
financial institutions are cautious to borrow in vast amounts
but as the memory of crash grows distant, the system gradually moves to a Ponzi schemes in which borrowers are unable
to pay the principal or the interest. All of this is under the
assumptions that asset prices will increase in value, which as
we have seen in the latest crisis is not a constant rise.
Dimitris Papadimitriou and L. Randall Wray point out
how Minsky argued that "precisely the apparent 'stability that
generates changes in expectations" then leads to take
"financial positions that cannot be validated should events
prove to be less favourable than expected."7 That is to say the
market's complacency during stable times breeds the subsequent seed of destruction. This explains the shift from
"robust" financial arrangements to "fragile positions"8 and a
consequent crisis.

Contrary to neoclassical theory, the Financial Instability Hypothesis opposes the idea of "capitalist market mechanisms" that lead to "a sustained, stable-price, fullemployment equilibrium,"9 it assumes that "serious business
cycles are due to financial attributes that are essential to capitalism."10 In other words, capitalism is inherently unstable
and markets on their own cannot lead to a balance.
He then proposes policies whose main objective was
"to promote a successful form of capitalism."11 In other
words, he doesn't question a flawed capitalistic system, but
just offers remedies to tackle its instability. Minsky outlined
his "Agenda For Reform," which he regarded as tackling the
root of the shortcomings in capitalism. He envisaged a reform programme that would help get of the issues of instability that keep cropping up in history.12 His policies had for key
pillars: Big Government: how big it should be, its scope, a
balanced budget and taxation; an Employment Strategy; Financial Reform and Industrial Policy.
His policy solutions are, in essence, a set of measures
to counteract the tendency for capitalism to go bust. But do
not be fooled. Minsky was no radical. His aim was to improve
a system seen as perpetual, not to eradicate it. In the words of
Paul Mason, an economics editor for the British Broadcasting
Corporation: "[These policies were] Minsky's prescription to
rescue capitalism, not to destroy it, though the outcome
would seem highly 'anti-capitalist' to anybody who defines
capitalism as being essentially about free markets."13

Still, Minsky's financial instability hypothesis makes a
really lucid point: capitalism is endogenously unstable. It is
prone to cycles of boom and bust. But while Minsky believes
that big government and tight banking regulation are effective ways at tackling the problems presented with banking, a
Marxian perspective argues that this is just a narrow view of a
wider problem rooted deeply in the way capitalism works as a
system. Finance capitalism cannot be fixed due to its tendency for crisis. This account of capitalist crisis opens a new
avenue of policies aimed at re-imagining the system altogether.
It seems fitting to finish where we began: with Minsky's views on the seeds of destruction inhering in finance
capital. Written nearly three decades ago, he says capitalism
has been "punctuated with deep depressions that are associated with financial panics and crashes in which financial relations are ruptured and institutions destroyed." Even Marx
would agree with that.
The question remains, however. Should we devise policies that fiddle with the system at the margins, like Minsky
suggested, or should we rewrite the whole script, a la Marx?

JAVIER ESPINOZA
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Italy: "A Nation on the Run"
By Beatrice Faleri

Y

outh in Italy are struggling with one of the worst economic slumps in recent history and as a results thousands of Italians have left the country.
In 2013 alone, more than 94,000 Italians fled, a huge
proportion of the estimated 300,000 who have emigrated in
the past decade. Britain, the United States, Switzerland and
France seem to be the most popular destination for the migratory flow. The difficulties in quantifying this phenomenon
arise as there is general reluctance among those who live
abroad to register with AIRE (Italian Association of Residents
Abroad), due to fear of losing important citizenship privileges
(i.e. healthcare).
Dr. Ferdinando Giugliano is an Italian expatriate in
the UK. "I think it certainly means you have to work a bit
harder, but ultimately it makes you a richer person: I think
that’s an advantage,” says Dr. Giugliano in an interview with
Dialogue. After an Economics Bachelor, Master and PhD at
University of Oxford, the 28-year old is now Global Economy
News Editor at The Financial Times.
And he is representative of the wider Italian Diaspora.
It is not difficult, however, to sketch the identikit of the typical Italian abroad in the last decade: male (56 percent in
2013), aged between 18 and 34 years old, highly educated
(most of them graduated from the best universities in the
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country and hold degrees in Engineering, Finance and Economics), and single. To say it with Dr. Giugliano, “Italy is
basically losing big chunks of its potential ruling class at all
levels: politician, technocrats, and entrepreneurs.” But not
only so: 20.2 percent of the Italians abroad work in the academia and many of them are involved in scientific research in
medicine, physics and neuroscience.
What makes these picture darker, though, are not
these numbers on their own – after all, one of the goals of the
European Union is to promote mobility of human capital,
especially among the youth. Can Italy not be a successful example of the EU’s project? It could, was it not for the data on
the imbalance between migration fluxes in and out of the
country. Data from the OECD show, for instance, that in
2005 the net graduate population in some of the most developed EU countries (such as Germany, Britain and France)
was by large positive. Not the case for Italy, where the exiguous number of highly educated professionals coming from
Europe and the rest of the world is by far outgrown by the
migration outside of the country. As influential Italian journalist Beppe Servegnini puts it: “this is not the healthy, free
movement of people that the European Union was set up to
encourage. This is a nation on the run.”
But where, lie the causes for such a rapid and substantive flee? Milio, Lattanzi et al. identify them in systemic fea-

tures of Italian legislation related to the professional and academic environment. Institutional inefficiency and corruption
result in lack of transparency in the recruitment process –
especially in the public sector, lack of meritocracy, nepotism
and clientelism, gender discrimination and inefficient bureaucracy. This last phenomenon also discourages both domestic and foreign entrepreneurship and contributes to the
lack of economic competitiveness of the country in the global
market.
Lack of public and private investment is particularly
damaging to scientific research. The austerity policy that a
number of different ruling administrations have been enforcing in recent years has in fact resulted in substantial cuts to
funds for universities, scientific institutions and resources.
Morano-Foadi and Foadi’s qualitative study about the perception of brain-drain in Italy reflects the frustration of
young Italian researchers towards the limited advancement
opportunities in the academic environment, which is also
perceived to be particularly corrupted. Common considerations among those gathered by Morano-Foadi and Foadi concern the frustration for lack of a meritocratic and transparent
career pathway, the importance of personal connection for
professional advancement, and the lack and/or precariousness of an employment research –projects usually last a few
months, and employees often have no guarantee of a contract
renovation. As a result, this leads to frustration among the
young who are unable to see a future in Italy. Their options:
take low pay or leave the country.

“The austerity policy that a number of different ruling administrations have been enforcing in recent years has in fact resulted
in substantial cuts to funds for universities,
scientific institutions and resources.”
In addition to this, the prevalence of term-based contract and the passing of legislations that enhance “flexibility”
have played against graduates entering the job market;
whereas mature workers are favored by a variety of policies
aiming to guarantee them their post. On the other end of the
spectrum, as Dr. Giugliano points out, there are no existing
regulation to the level of education of immigrants entering
the country, which leads to two distinct consequences. On the
one hand, the workforce entering Italy does not equate the
skill level of those who leave the country; on the other hand,
“brain waste” occur as highly skilled workers holding a nonItalian degree are often not qualified to exercise their profession in Italy and hence turn to less specialized jobs.

Dr. Giugliano also highlights the costs related to the
loss of highly-skilled human capital, both in the short and
long term. First of all, there is a social cost in educating and
providing services to generations which will not contribute to
the future growth of the country. Secondly, the more the phenomenon goes on, the more Italy should hope to regain its
global competitiveness, whereas countries that are destination for the migratory flux will benefit from relative gains in
terms of social costs provided by new taxpayers and in terms
of highly qualified human capital. Finally, constant decrease
in competitiveness will make the attraction of foreign investment and foreign human capital even more difficult.
Italy is in need for rapid and effective action. For former Italian Prime Minister Enrico Letta, a combination of EU
and domestic policies must be enforced to revitalize Italian
entrepreneurship, provide funds to research and establish
guarantee scheme for graduates entering the job market. Dr.
Giugliano, however, is skeptical about relying on the EU: lowcost domestic actions, such as fiscal stimulus, more “creative”
monetary policies and red-tape reduction should in his opinion be preferred in order to appeal foreign investment and
allow for brain exchange.
Current government led by Matteo Renzi, the country's
Prime Minister, has recently passed a law –the “Jobs Act”that will allegedly reform the structure of the job market and
provide a safety net for precarious workers. Reforms of bureaucracy and education are also in progress – but their efficiency is yet to be assessed. According to Lattanzi et al., however, policies directly tackling brain-drain, such as return,
retention and network policies for researchers should also be
discussed. Finally, there is a widespread feeling that academia should be internationalized and reformed so to create a
“friendlier” environment for EU students; and that severe
controls should be carried out to avoid favoritism and bribery
in the recruitment process.
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The Deflation Paranoia in Europe
By Eduardo Martínez Llarena

I

t seems there is paranoia1 across Europe regarding the socalled deflation. This dread is probably based on the misconception about what deflation truly is.
The economic mainstream is taking advantage of this
lack of awareness to sell us the necessity to generate inflation. This mandate is the preferred scenario for the establishment because they can overspend and forget about their actual job: the management of scarce resources.
In the same manner as not treating a fever with hypothermia, inflation is not the solution to neutralize deflation. Both situations are the consequences of something else,
not the issue per se. Hence, when the mainstream asks for an
inflationary policy, they are exhibiting their incapacity to understand the causality between additional money creation,
the increase on prices, and the subsequent contraction.
Inflation is not a general rise of prices, but rather is a
currency debasement inflicted by the issuers. It is a perverse
illusion that de-coordinates the allocation of production factors. Corporations closer to the consumer and suffering from
an inflationary policy increase their benefits with the raise of
prices. This effect only masks, temporarily, closures of business models that were already destroying value.
Ergo the necessary adjustment is then delayed. In reality, inflation diminishes real wages to match them to their
actual productivity.

46

The increasing means of payment is to monetize a larger amount of future goods that do not yet exist and may
never exist. Considering the quantity over the quality of
money makes it harder to determine the real value of the
money, and subsequently causes the prices to entangle the
economy. We have to consider that the prices are the market´s impersonal coordination mechanism: the catallactic.
Inflation causes everyone to lose at least a small
amount. Taxpayers, for instance, are not organized, and thus
they cannot raise their claims. Deflation, on the other hand,
harms the largest debtors of the economy: big corporations
and states who are able to lobby in their interest – inflation
dilutes the real debt.

“Deflation, on the other hand, harms the largest debtors of the economy: big corporations
and states who are able to lobby in their interest – inflation dilutes the real debt.”
We can define deflation as a reduction in the monetary
supply or as an increase in the currency demand. Holding the
conditions, ceteris paribus, it is a rise in the price of the
monetary unit—the money has increased its value and it is
expressed in a decrease in the price of goods and services.
Meaning that with a pound, one can buy more lollipops
rather than saying the price of candy has dropped.

Even Von Mises2 found troubles when clarifying for
the public the aforementioned academic definition against
the one commonly adopted (the decrease of prices). Taking
both approaches we can divide the deflationary process into
three types.3 From these, the first two harm the economy and
the third can be a blessing.
First, we have deflation intentionally originated by the
State. We have seen this with the Prince reducing the grams
of metal contained in a coin during the Middle Ages, in the
period after the Napoleonic wars, or in 1925 when Winston
Churchill insisted on returning to the gold-exchange standard
by keeping the pound parity before the Great War. This last
example caused England to suffer an economic crisis,4 especially in the export sector. Both Montagu Norman, former
governor of the Bank of England, and Benjamin Strong, former chief of the Federal Reserve, addressed the economic
crisis with what we call today a quantitative easing (QE), thus
making the crash of 1929 history (a bit biased for some, but
history nonetheless doubt).
The expected QEs will not solve the current deflation.
The reason is that QEs are just an increase in the central bank
treasury that is caused by absorbing private banks’ excess of
long term assets5 — it is not simply clicking “ctrl + P” in t The
Mint. In the unlikely event of following this path, we would
not experience much in the short term because one can lead a
horse to water but one cannot make it drink. There is still too
much debt to be purged before agents would be willing to
take an unlimited credit line. Furthermore, we have to bear in
mind that QEs would be the beginning of the next deflation.
The second kind of deflation is related to a failure in
the foundations of institutional design. We are currently suffering this kind of deflation because a well-intentioned
Robert Peel enacted the Bank Charter Act of 1844. Private
bankers swapped money creation from over-issuing notes, to
deposit banking operations. British theoreticians forgot a
concept introduced in the early sixteenth century by the
Scholastics of Salamanca that demand deposits form part of
the money supply in the same manner as paper bills. Finally,
to square the circle, Brits privileged the Bank of England to
be the lender of last resort for bailing out commercial
banks. This goes against the golden rule of true capitalism:
bankruptcies are necessary, otherwise, privatizing benefits
and socializing losses is socialism for the wealthiest.
The fractional reserve leads people to erroneously consume capital and to invest in places where they would not
have done without a credit expansion. Only around 10 percent of the money supply is supported in M1 (coins and bills).
The rest is virtual money which is a simple accounting statement. The banks borrow in the short term (deposits) to lend

in the long term (mortgages), thus generating a risky mismatch of payments.
The problem is that in a certain moment, the dynamic
efficiency6 of the market finds these malinvestments. First, a
financial crisis occurs demonstrating that banks lent in an illjudged way. Since deposits of virtual money were the collateral, the liabilities of the bank remain the same. Nevertheless,
the assets are being reduced to a fraction.7 And the collapse is
guaranteed.
The credit expansion works as an accordion: after the
inflationary process (which could not be translated into hyperinflated prices), the deflationary process is inevitable, cathartic, and necessary if we want to clean the system. Trying
to avoid it by creating another bubble will only make things
worse since the cycle repeats itself. The booms and burst are
an inherent consequence of interventionism promoted by
those who are blinded by the disgrace of an exacerbated rationalism. The money should never be a top-down implementation, but an institution built bottom-up.
The final type of deflation is what we could denominate as the catallactic one as is a result of the market. This is
caused by economic growth and productivity offsets the increase of the monetary supply.
The United States’ case is remarkable.8 In 113 years,
the GDP was multiplied by 80 while the price index was 23
percent lower in 1913 than in 1801, there was a 150 percent
increase in the nominal wages.9 Milton Friedman was bewildered since this fact refutes his own theory, as stated in A
Monetary History of the United States. Deflation under a
gold-standard or euro-standard is the best of the worlds because it is extended across the population with lower prices.
Finally, Mario Draghi, the President of the European
Central Bank, has managed to resist the French grandeur, the
Greek adrift, the Italian chaos, and the Spanish mediocrity to
keep the M3 supply close to 2 percent.10 The euro could become the creditor’s currency— it is a long term bet.11
In essence, the only deflation we should fear is the one
generated by the very same people whom are now asking to
solve it.
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The New Indian Agenda: When a Billion People Turn Right
By Advait Rao

I

t is early morning on the 27th of February 2002, and the
Sabarmati express arrives at the Godhra railway station, in
the state of Gujarat. On board the train are activists and volunteers returning from the holy city of Ayodhya, where a religious ceremony was conducted a few days before. As the the
train stops at the nearest signal point, a mob of 1,000 people
surrounded the train and began stone pelting the coaches. 1
Sixty litres of inflammable liquid was poured into the S-6
coach, trapping and killing 59 people.2 In the days that followed, India witnessed a televised riot between hindus and
muslims across the state of Gujarat. The widespread violence
that continued days after was not restrained by the state police. Their ineffectiveness to maintain law and order, and the
resulting incidents of police firing, led to the deaths of 790
Muslims and 254 Hindus.3
The Chief Minister of Gujarat at the time, Narendra
Modi, was accused of instigating the mobs, distributing voter
lists for targeted killings and was blamed for not effectively
using his executive powers to curtail the violence. However,
in 2012, the Special Investigation Team (SIT) appointed by
the Supreme Court of India cleared him of all charges, and
the Nanavati Commission in its latest report has rejected the
notion that the state’s administration assisted the pogrom.
Narendra Modi was the executive of the state from
2001 to 2014 and was instrumental in making Gujarat a selfsufficient energy state. Post the horrific violence in 2002, he
was able to successfully govern the state of Gujarat, bringing
growth and development to all sections of Gujarati society.
Gujarat boasts a 9 percent GDP growth rate over the past ten
years which surpasses the aggregate GDP of India for the
same period.4 Gujarat is highly industrialised, specialising in
electrical engineering, textiles, petrochemicals and accounts
for 20 percent of India's industrial output. Although developed, Gujarat, like many other states, has a poor record as
per the Human Development Index.
PM Modi began his campaign in September 2013 by
addressing the issue of corruption. He spoke of good governance, the need for improving the country’s infrastructure, the
effectiveness of cooperative federalism, and most importantly
he addressed the youth of India; around 550 million Indians
are under the age of 35.5 His campaign focused on development: India’s technological prowess and the ability of the
country’s young to lead innovation and entrepreneurship. His
governance record an and ability to communicate with passion and vision gave him a significant advantage over his
competitors. Other political parties led a campaign of fear in
order to split the vote, but Narendra Modi’s message of devel-
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opment silenced this rhetoric. Modi advocates that development can eradicate communal tensions and inter-religious
conflict; economic prosperity and affirmative action are crucial for ensuring social harmony. The electorate on the 6th of
May 2014 elected the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) into government with a single-party majority, and elected Narendra
Modi as their Prime Minister.
Neoliberalism in India
The soviet-socialist model adopted since independence
led to stagnant growth rates, a balance of payments crisis and
a continuous cycle of poverty crisis and a continuous cycle of
poverty. Since 1991, neoliberalism has taken centre stage in
policy reform for India. This includes the disinvestment of
major public sector enterprises, de-regulation of financial
markets, liberalising land laws and Foreign Direct Investment in priority sectors. Neoliberalism is the cornerstone of
the Modi government’s economic policy; recently the government has undertaken liberalising gas prices and labour laws,
despite opposition from unions, and has opened up sectors
such as defence, insurance, infrastructure and transportation
to foreign investments. Neoliberalism in India has historically benefited large multi-national and corporate interests.
With 94 percent of the working population involved in unincorporated and unregulated enterprises, the organised sector
employs only 27 million people of which 17 million work
within government services or government owned entities. 6
The unorganised sector is characterised by manual labourers,
low wages, absence of legal contracts that regulate work and
pay, and no paper work that associates the enterprise with
the state. Workers in this sector are not regulated, and are
therefore usually exempt from taxes, making the tax base
only 2-3 percent of India's population.7
Although neoliberalism has played a significant role in
public policy over the past 25 years, previous governments
have not brought in the simple, transparent and practical
regulation in line with the ‘free market’. Instead, the previous
government practiced the art of crony capitalism. Resource
allocation took place based on the vested interests of each
minister, and allocation was carried out “behind closed
doors.” Corporate India is largely comprised of law abiding
entities. However, there are companies like Reliance Industries and the Adani group who have participated in scams
perpetrated by previous governments; these matters are subjudice. The question of public accountability of corporate India is largely a concern today, given that foreign companies
want a relaxation of regulations before they invest. Prime
Minister Modi has so far taken steps to incorporate the unor-

ganized sector (true Indian capitalism) within the
“mainstream” but how he balances to include and regulate
grassroots entrepreneurship alongside corporate interests
will be interesting to see.
Hindutva
Formed in 1925, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) are a social organisation that see themselves as the
guardians of hindu knowledge and culture. The RSS is the
ideological parent of the BJP, and now acts as a watchdog
over the conduct of ministers and parliamentarians, a selfimposed role. Narendra Modi and several senior BJP leaders
attended RSS schools and workshops when they were young.
The RSS and its affiliate organisations dictate rules of
social behaviour, public conduct and are active in moral policing. They are ardent on re-defining the meaning of hinduism, as well as laying policies of appropriate practices andacceptable culture. Using violence as a means to their ends and
are now propagating their definition of the ‘real’ Hindu. Although the organisation cannot be outright regarded as fascist, the new “policies” of the RSS are breeding a culture of
hate against minorities, women and liberals. The RSS and its
relationship with the Prime Minister is a dubious relationship. The organic nature of Indian culture and society, if disturbed, can cause widespread harm. Especially when the RSS
is in a position to influence the state to dictate cultural policies and rules of “acceptable’” practices, conflict ensues.
These “acceptable” practices are based on the perversion of
Hinduism by one organisation within Indian society.
Will the Prime Minister execute his powers in office to
ensure that Indian society reaches the pinnacle of develop-

ment without social conflict? Or will he allow an extraneous
group with whom he has a shared history to override his authority and ideas? Only time will tell.
Prime Minister Modi stepped into office with a ton of
baggage; Godhra, Neoliberalism and Hindutva. Modi overcame the Godhra riots by delivering effective governance, and
in his new role as Prime Minister the substance of governance
must continue. One of his greatest strengths is that he listens
to all stakeholders before framing and implementing policies;
this implies that he takes his time to make decisions, something to be very optimistic about. A balancing act is a must,
one where neoliberalism brings in foreign investment but
does not undermine Indian labour, laws, grassroots entrepreneurship and public accountability. The regulatory environment must be reformed to ensure free, fair, transparent and
equal participation and opportunities to all with no room for
corruption. Cautious optimism defines the Indian political
and economic environment as everyone awaits the reforms
and development, expected to roll out this winter session,
that will bring about better standards of living. But what is
worrisome is the extent to which these schools of thought,
Neoliberalism and Hindutva, will change society if the state
grants influential entities powers of economic exploitation
and cultural fascism. Prime Minister Modi’s ability to restrain
unethical Indian capitalism and political extremists within
his plan of inclusive governance, will be the ultimate test of
his leadership.
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Islam and Muslims in Southeast Asia: The State Leadership Imperative
By Professor Hussain Mutalib

T

hroughout much of history in most Southeast Asian
countries, the ‘State’ – through the ruling elites’ worldviews, ideological predispositions and pursuit of power - does
not govern, but rule the country. By such a modality of authoritarian decree, the State shapes the nature of a country’s
political system, democratic culture and national identities –
and by inference, also impacting Islam and Muslims in the
country. Hence, a deeper engagement with the State’s policies
and politics, matters. In this regard, the ‘statist’ approach in
Political Science, whereupon the ruling elite’s ideological and
political finesse shapes the content and contours of a country’s policies, is a useful framework to adopt in any serious
attempt at understanding the status and role of Islam and
Muslims in Southeast Asia.
However, the function of the State per se, does not
fully explain as to why governmental strategies in managing
Islam in individual countries within the region differ, and
with equally different consequences. Here, much has been
documented as to how Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei
adopts the ‘accommodationist’ approach, while Vietnam,
Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar pursue the ‘assimilationist’
path, with Singapore choosing the middle route within the
spectrum, namely, ‘co-optation’. So too with the factors accounting for the motley policies by Southeast Asian states
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towards Islamisation, which have also been well publicised.
These dynamics include the following: legacies of colonialism;
size of Muslim population (as majority or minority); socioeconomic conditions of Muslims; extent of democratisation;
and the jaundiced stereotypes and general wariness towards
Islam. Clearly, there are obvious limitations to these explanations; they still do not convince us as to why States that operate within a similar governing paradigm – say the
‘accommodation’ governing model – still demonstrates different levels of power and authority, let alone effectiveness.

“Throughout much of history in most Southeast Asian countries, the ‘State’ does not govern, but rule the country.”
Arguably, a more significant and persuasive factor is
the ideological predisposition and power of the ruling elite,
specifically the leader or statesman whose authoritarian bent
exerts tremendous leverage on his country’s policies. We witnessed this in the likes of leaders such as Suharto of Indonesia, Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore, Mahathir Mohamed of Malaysia and Hassanol Bolkiah of Brunei, whose impressivepower has never been sustained by their successors. Appar-

ently their personality, personalized authority and influence
have allowed them to achieve what they set out to do , even
when their policies and politics were either highly controversial or despised by their own polity. We saw this through
their questionable practices such as money politics, the marginalising of ethno-religious minorities, and their exploitation of Islam as legitimating governing tools.
Armed with this tool of personalised power, it is then
up to the leader’s astute management of the realities confronting his country. In turn and insofar as Islam and Muslims are concerned, this will largely shape their status and
role in the country. Consider the following realities or
‘givens’ confronting different countries in this region. For
Indonesia, despite being the largest Muslim population in
the world (with more than 200 million Muslims), intriguingly, its pluralistic, liberal, vibrant practice of Islam and its
equally heterogeneous multi-ethnic and multi-religious polity, have actually lessened the electoral clout of its traditional
Islamist parties such as Nahdatul Ulama and Masyumi.
Consequently, these harsh facts have negated any prospect
of the country turning into an ‘Islamic state’. A different scenario awaits the Malaysian experience: while a similar Islamic political trajectory is also unlikely given the stark realities affecting the country - including a ‘bimodal’ plural population where the proportion of ethnic Malays and nonMalays are about equal – the constitutional status of Islam
as the official religion and the politically dominant Malay
population that is almost all Muslim, results in Malaysia
being seen as a model of a modern and successful Muslim
country, in the eyes of much of the Muslim World.
A totally different picture emerges when one look at
the realities facing Muslims in mainland Southeast Asia,
specifically the approximately 1 percent in Vietnam
(800,000) and Laos (60,000), and the approximately 4 percent in Cambodia (650,000) and Myanmar (2.5m). In these
countries, while past atrocities against Islam and their adherents (such as the notorious, genocidal Pol Pot regime in
Cambodia, which had also persecuted the ulama) no longer
exist, Muslim minorities in these Indochinese countries have
to de-emphasise their religious and cultural identities in favour of the identity of the dominant ethnic group. Moreover,
while religious freedom has improved somewhat, basic survival issues (poverty, education, health, etc.) still haunt these
small, hapless Muslim communities.
Yet other sets of realities defies Muslims in Thailand
and the Philippines. Constituting about 6 percent of the
population, these Muslim minorities who are concentrated
in the isolated southern parts of the country, not only have
to grapple with testing identity and socio-economic issues,

but also separatist movements and tendencies from amongst
them. Faced with these problems, not surprisingly, the official State strategy in these two countries straddles between
the ‘co-optation’ and ‘assimilation’ governing paradigms as
highlighted earlier.
In sum, the pathways that Islam have traversed in
Southeast Asia have been as variegated as the lives of its followers. Generally, in Muslim-majority states, Islam and
Muslims have fared reasonably well, whereas in Muslimminority states, with few exceptions, their roles have been
constricted, if not suppressed. However, irrespective of
whether Muslims constitutes the majority population or not,
greater importance to our understanding of Islam and its
adherents in this part of the world, is the role exercised by
the leader or statesman. The record thus far shows that their
ideological predispositions, modalities of governance and
power pursuit, and their management of the stark realities
and peculiar circumstances confronting their respective
countries, will largely determine the role, if not fate, of Islam
and its followers.

“While religious freedom has improved somewhat, basic survival issues still haunt these
small, hapless Muslim communities.”
Looking to the future, one must acknowledge the
growing impact of non-State factors – such as the impact of
globalisation and its attendant paraphernalia, including of
course, the influence of social media. These will inevitably
shape the role of Islam and Muslims. Still, much of these
imperatives will continue to be contingent upon the ruling
elite’s (read: state leadership) policies and politics, and the
extent of their capacity and acumen in managing their different environments and challenges.
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Democracy vs. Vested Interests: Building Toll Roads in Indonesia
By Professor Jamie S. Davidson

I

n July 2014 Joko “Jokowi” Widodo was elected as Indonesia’s president by a comfortable margin. When the former
governor of the nation’s capital was inaugurated a few
months later, he became the country’s fifth president since
the elite defections, student protests, and devastating economic crisis, pushed the nation’s long-time authoritarian
strongman Suharto from power in 1998. But Jokowi is only
the second post-Suharto president to be directly elected by
the Indonesian people, and the first outsider to win. Illustratively, he is neither a former general nor head of a political
party. A former furniture salesman, the quixotic Jokowi’s initial foray into politics was as mayor of a mid-size city in Central Java. His popular programs for the city’s poor and his
trademark unannounced inspections (known as blusukan in
the Javanese language) created a buzz among democracy reformers and civil society activists. Eventually Jokowi’s success caught the attention of the country’s national-level politicians. In 2012 he was parachuted into the Jakarta’s gubernatorial race and won handily. Upon his victory, the selfproclaimed reformer promised he would finish his term and
not seek the presidency. So did Barrack Obama when he was
elected to the US Senate.

52

Jokowi is seen as a reformist outsider who symbolically stands for a desire to clean up Indonesian politics by
reducing corruption, increasing transparency and accountability in governance, and sidelining deeply rooted vested
interests, many of which have their roots in Suharto’s New
Order regime (1966-1998). A burning question on the minds
of Indonesia watchers and millions of Indonesians is how well
will Jokowi deliver on his campaign promises.
For the reformist camp, Jokowi has stumbled out of
the gate. To say that his first major task, assembling a cabinet, was a major disappointment would be understatement.
Beholden to the interests of the party through which he was
nominated, Jokowi apparently was forced to name several of
the party’s bigwigs to key portfolios (the Indonesian parliament through legislation has ensured that presidential candidates can only be nominated by a party that numbers among
the country’s largest). The new presidential candidates can
only be nominated by a party that numbers among the country’s largest). The new president even appointed a former
general with a questionable human rights record to lead the
Ministry of Defence, after this important portfolio had been

held by a civilian for the last sixteen years following Suharto’s
downfall (the army had been the key pillar support of Suharto’s New Order).
At this point, we can only speculate how Jokowi’s cabinet will perform, especially if measured by reform-oriented
indicators. But if we ground this speculation in an examination of how Jokowi fared during his brief tenure as governor
of the 10 million-inhabitant, national capital (28 million if we
consider the greater Jakarta metropolitan area), we might
gain a better understanding of the challenges he will face in
instituting reforms to the country’s political economy.
Consider, for example, Jokowi’s record on tackling
traffic, a major preoccupation of mayors (or governors) of
metropolises worldwide. Jakarta is no exception. In fact, it is
home to some of the world’s worst traffic. Congestion leads to
the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars each year due to the
resulting inefficiencies and transportation bottlenecks, let
alone accidents. How did Jokowi perform regarding this crucial concern? The answer, in short, was a decidedly mixed
bag.
Jokowi pledged during his gubernatorial campaign to
support mass transit, something that which the sprawling
metropolis sorely lacks. Jokowi realised his wish, at least preliminarily, when he ceremoniously broke ground in October
2013 on a limited underground mass rapid transit system that
will be heavily financed by the Japanese government. This
was a major success. After all, his predecessor had in vain
tried to build an elevated light rail system. But the project
stalled as it encountered political opposition and financial
troubles. Dozens of concrete pilings marking the train’s route
stood abandoned for years throughout the capital as testaments to the enormous difficulties of “getting things done” in
Jakarta.
Yet, neither was Jokowi able to shelve plans for the
building of the city’s third major toll-road system. Early on in
his term, Governor Jokowi announced that the exorbitantly
priced project was not a priority and would be placed under
review. Soon thereafter, he was forced to reverse his stance;
the only concession he won from the toll-road interests was
access for public buses. Civil society activists lambasted
Jokowi’s reversal. Although the powers-that-be in the Jakarta
government have championed an alleviation-of-traffic argument to justify the 69 kilometre project, to gain appreciation
of why they have held steadfast to the idea of constructing a
third tollway system, one has to explore the political economy
behind the building of the metropolis’s first two systems. The
first one, roughly speaking, was one-third built by a private
domestic company and two-thirds by the state toll-road corporation, Jasa Marga. But because the private entity was

owned by President Suharto’s eldest daughter, Siti Hardiyanti
Rukmana, popularly known as Tutut, about two-thirds of the
system’s profits accrued to her company (Citra Marga
Nusaphala, or CMNP); the rest flowed to the state-owned
enterprise once the inner toll roads were opened for use in
1991. Subsequently, Jasa Marga in large part built a 69 kilometre tolled, outer ring road in stages throughout the 1990s
and into first decades of this century (its construction was
severely affected by the massive Asian Financial Crisis of 1997
-98; the ring road’s full completion is slated for 2015).
Two further facts about toll-road development in Jakarta bring to light the city government’s unquenchable desire to build a third toll-road system. First, the initial two projects have been incredibly profitable. By 1995, at roughly
300,000 vehicles per day, traffic on Jakarta’s inner ring road
controlled by CMNP was almost seven times the forecast of
five years earlier. Revenue nearly tripled from 1992 to 1995,
reaching about US$211,000 per day. Meanwhile, to this day
the money generated by the outer ring road accounts for more
than seventy percent of Jasa Marga’s revenue. The second
fact relates to the first, that is, very little of this windfall has
accrued to the local government through which these roads
pass, namely, Jakarta. Instead, profits have steadily flowed
either to the former First Family or to the national government. It is high time, Jakarta’s powerful bureaucrats and politicians have decided, that they too partake in this car-fuelled
bonanza. Tellingly, Jakarta-municipality owned companies
control 78 percent of the concession for the capital’s third toll
-road system. Its building might not alleviate the capital’s
choking traffic, but it should enrich certain interests and investors.
So, what then does toll-road building in Indonesia tell
us about how the recently elected Jokowi will fare as a reformer of the country’s remarkably vibrant yet flawed democracy? It suggests that Jokowi should score some major victories, while also suffering a number of defeats. This decidedly
mixed record will likely be the result of exacting compromises
that will have to be forged among a myriad of competing interests. Then again, aren’t negotiating compromises what
democracies are all about? I’m sure Obama could tell Jokowi
a thing or two about that.
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A Protracted Quest for Peace: Ethnic Conflict in Northeast India
By Smitana Saikia

T

he resilience of Indian democracy and her regime stability often puzzled scholars of political theory, as it had
been argued that a country with overwhelming diversity, size,
and a population that comprised largely of poor people did
not provide for a conducive environment for the growth of
democracy. Needless to say it has been proved otherwise.
Moreover, India now serves as an exciting field for students
of comparative politics, who study regional variations to understand the nature of Indian democracy. In this context,
India’s northeast region, connected to the rest of the country
through a stretch of 19.2 kilometers (known as the ‘chicken
neck’) poses many challenges to the conception of democracy
in the country.
Ethnic conflict in northeast India
Northeast India, comprising of eight states and diverse
ethnic groups,1 has witnessed protracted conflicts of differing
degrees. This region was incorporated under colonial rule
much later than the rest of India, and was among the first to
challenge the idea of the Indian nation-state and its attendant
territorial imaginings after independence. The region has
seen movements by different ethnic groups with demands
ranging from separation from the Indian Union to various
levels of ‘self-governance’ within the Indian state.2 In keeping
with competing claims, the existing state of Assam (which
constituted a major part of the region) was reorganised to
create three new states at different times - even as several
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autonomy arrangements were established within these states
to cater ethnic diversity. Despite these attempts, insurgencies
have only multiplied in the region. Whenever a rebel group
signs a peace settlement with the Indian government, other
groups with similar allegations of neglect and alienation
quickly fill the void. The South Asia Terrorism Portal has
counted 109 rebel groups in 2006 in the states of northeast,
thus showing that armed rebellion as a means to achieve aspirations is a common feature in the politics of the region. 3
The northeast’s unique history and the politics of autonomy
and insurgency, as well as the presence of self-governing institutions, make the northeast a special case within the Indian polity.4 Through the last 60 years, not only have ethnic
groups in the regions continued to challenge the Indian
state’s ‘nation-building process’, they are also increasingly
confronting each other over conflicting visions of exclusive
homelands.
Politics in India’s northeast is thus primarily centred
on a single cleavage of ethnic identity, that plays out not only
in electoral politics, but as violent ‘ethnic-riots’ as well. This
is different from the rest of India where crosscutting cleavages of caste, language, and religion dominate politics thus
reducing the sharpening of any one social cleavage. Thus ethnic politics in this region often get reduced to a zero-sum
game where exclusive demands of one group cascades into
similar demands by others.

An inherent tendency of such zero-sum ethnic politics
is the “nervousness” of the autochthon vocabulary, a concomitant danger that someone can always claim to “belong”
more than one does. There is always the danger of being unmasked as “not really” belonging, or even of being a “fake”
autochthon, resulting in ethnic activists of one group to adopt
extreme positions vis-à-vis other groups.
A comparative view—two states in northeast
Within the northeast, two states -Assam and Mizoramhave shown varying degrees of conflict despite the similar
nature of ‘ethnic’ politics in both. Between 1992 and 2005,
6023 persons were killed in ethnic clashes and insurgent activities in Assam. In comparison, the death toll in ethnic conflict in Mizoram has been 30 for the same period (19922005).5
In Assam, the issue of illegal immigration of land hungry peasants from erstwhile East Pakistan and Bangladesh
has remained the dominant narrative. Between 1979-85 Assam witnessed the rise of the popular ‘anti-foreigners’ agitation, which demanded the detection of foreigners, deletion of
their names from electoral rolls, and deportation back to
Bangladesh. This ‘sons of the soil’ movement not only
brought ethnic identity to the centre of political mobilisation,
it also led to a sustained crisis of state legitimacy, as it radicalised a section who took to an armed struggle for a sovereign Assam independent from India.
At the same time, the failure of the Assam government
to address genuine grievances of smaller communities
pushed the leaders of the Bodo tribe to demand for a separate
state of Bodoland. In the 1990s, the Bodo movement entered
a militant phase as it increasingly began to be wedded to violent tactics. After two decades of fratricidal killings and
bloody ethnic riots, peace talks yielded positive results and
the Bodo’s were granted an autonomous council within the
state of Assam. However, peace has not been restored in the
state. Since 2005, over 300 people were killed and another
100 have died in fratricidal clashes.6 There is a proliferation
of a number of small armed groups, supposedly representing
the interests of the minority groups in the region who are
against what they see as a hegemonic peace, seeking autonomy or a homeland for their own respective groups.
In the case of the Mizoram, the Mizo National Front
started as a relief group to support Mizo farmers struck by a
devastating famine in 1959. It later became a political party
and contested elections in the Mizo Hill District in what was
then, an undivided Assam. In 1966, it waged an insurgency
against India and eventually returned to constitutional politics in 1986 after signing of the Mizo accord and granting of

the state of Mizoram. ‘Mizo’ is a constructed generic identity
made of various smaller groups such as Lushais, Hmars,
Brus, Lai and so on. While these groups fought as part of the
MNF along with the major group Lushais against the Indian
army, after 1986, the Hmars and Brus wanted autonomous
councils and even took up arms to achieve their objectives.
Two small-scale armed rebellions by the Hmars and Brus
have been waged after the state of Mizoram was carved out of
Assam (Bhaumik, 2009, p. 3-4). Despite these movements,
organised violence especially in the form of inter-ethnic
clashes has largely been absent in the state for the past two
decades .
Both in Mizoram and Assam, politics is organised
around a singular axis of ethnic cleavage, and both have witnessed violent insurgencies on their soil. Yet Mizoram has
been more successful in managing inter-group contestations
and ethnic violence than other states in the region, such as
Assam. This poses an important puzzle for students of comparative politics in India. In the existing scholarship, there
has been a tendency to treat this region as a single analytical
unit, with common trajectories.7 In order to explain this difference, it is pertinent to look at role of the institutions and
that of elites in both states that affect ethnic politics in each
case. In Mizoram, the proactive role of leaders to forge a
more inclusive Mizo identity as opposed to Assam’s fragmented identities, have gone a long way in cementing peace
in the former. Moreover, the dominant role of the Church in
Mizoram in shaping of the Mizo identity and in the peace
process has created an enabling environment in the state.
Contrary to this, civil society groups in Assam are also
‘ethnicised’ in that each ethnic group has its own spokespersons to raise issues of import to that group. The fragmentation of Assam is also a story of diminishing electoral fate of
the national party, Indian National Congress, and ethnic parties vying to fill the political void. In Mizoram, on the other
hand, the Congress has managed to hold its sway and maintain its traditional electoral base, despite the existence of regional parties.
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The Islamic Republic of Iran’s War against ISIS: A Secular Reading
By Sasan Aghlani

T

hrough close collaboration with the Iraqi and Syrian govFirst, in spite of the damage that its support of Bashar
ernments on counter-insurgency, Iran has been able to
al-Assad has done to its pretensions of being the vanguard of
keep ISIS at arm’s length. ISIS is a force only outside of IraIslamic “resistance” (moqawama), the Islamic Republic can
nian territory in spite of Iran’s open involvement in the war
still project soft as well as hard power in order to remain an
against it, and ISIS' view of the Islamic Republic as an aposindispensable player in all regional security affairs. It is quite
tate regime. Iran’s influence over Shi’i militias that do battle
common to overemphasize the importance of overt military
with ISIS outside of its territory can only go so far in explainpresence in places like Iraq and Syria and lose sight of the
ing its success in this respect. While some continue to attribmany “soft” channels of patronage Iran enjoys. While Iran’s
ute sectarian motivations to
actions against ISIS, particuIran’s influence in the region,
in the midst of US air“Neither ideology nor sectarian affiliation is larly
perhaps even more vital is the
strikes against the organisaprerequisite for Iranian support.”
close relationships Iran has
tion, might reinforce the
built with many non-Shi’i relicaricature of Iran as a resurgious and ethnic minorities. This attests to a principle long at
gent “Safavid” power, this allows it to retain the support of
the heart of Iranian foreign policy since the Revolution: that
Kurds, Christians and other minorities fighting against ISIS.
in order to maintain its own security, it needs to play vital in
safeguarding the interests of as many state and non-state acThis coincides with a trend. The Islamic Republic retors as possible. The following are just some observations of
tained excellent ties with Christian Armenia after the Revoluhow Iran uses patronage to achieve this goal, and ensures
tion, while its relations with its majority Shi’i neighbour to
that as many actors as possible would lose out if ISIS were to
the north – Azerbaijan – have been poor. The Peshmerga
reach its territory.
fought alongside Iran in its war against Iraq, and for every
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picture of Qassem Suleimani stood alongside a Shia militiaman, there is another of him with a Kurdish fighter dressed in
traditional garb. Iran also has a history of overtures to court
influence in the Sunni world that goes beyond its support for
militant groups in Gaza. The shrine of Abu Lulu, the Persian
slave who murdered the second Caliph Umar in 644 AD, was
closed by authorities in 2007 partly due to pressure from
Sunni clerics abroad. Forums it has set up, such as the World
Assembly for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought, based
in Tehran, are intended to host dialogue between Iranian religious scholars and officials with Sunni clerics from across the
Muslim world on a variety of issues.

Iraqi-Kurdish MP comments on Iran’s uncanny ability to
identify gaps in patronage, and fill the void: “[Mesoud] Barzani was always closer to the US and the west, but when the
west abandoned him at the beginning of the crisis, of course
he moved closer to Iran”. Neither ideology nor sectarian affiliation is prerequisite for Iranian support. If these elements
are not shared with a potential ally, it will make an appeal
through cultural affinity (such as with the Kurds, or Armenian Christians), or the simple fact that they can provide what
others can’t at times of crisis. Again, at the heart of this are its
aspirations of being indispensable: the region’s “unavoidable”
power.

Insights into the expansive coalition Iran wishes to
build against ISIS can be found in the way it carefully securitises the group’s ‘takfiri’ worldview. This allows Iran to project its own opposition to a group threatening its vital interests in the Levant without situating Iranian policy inside a
sectarian or nationalistic narrative. In essence, Iran’s official

We are used to seeing the hand of Iran in Iraq and
Syria, or in Lebanon, and (we think) Yemen and Bahrain. We
are less used to seeing the broad spectrum of groups and
states eager to shake its hand. Not all of Iran’s battles – least
of all its war against ISIS – can be attributed to a proxy war
between Shi’i Iran and Sunni Saudi Arabia. By focusing more
closely on the variety of ethnic and religious minorities Iran is
offering its support to, we can get a much fuller picture of
how it approaches its own security. The way Iran wages war
against ISIS is far more complex than we like to think.

“In essence, Iran’s official discourse appeals
to a more abstract notion of religious tolerance as its main security concern, or even
extremism more generally, as opposed to the
threat against Shi’i or the Iranian state.”
discourse appeals to a more abstract notion of religious tolerance as its main security concern, or even extremism more
generally, as opposed to the threat against Shi’i or the Iranian
state. Iran’s own interests are immediately fused to the interests of minorities living under ISIS control, and Sunnis resisting its expansion - secular and religious alike.
The current crisis accelerates Iran’s project of involving as many stakeholders as possible in the stability and security of the Islamic Republic. If successful, it is likely that other
states will seek greater cooperation with the Islamic Republic
on counter-insurgency based on the precedent of Iraq, especially if ISIS or similar groups begin to wage war elsewhere. Iran will happily bank the mythology surrounding
Qassem Suleimani’s presence in Iraq and Syria, using it as
currency if there are negotiations with the West on regional
issues. Diplomats are already rumoured to have proposed
Iranian assistance against ISIS as a bargaining chip late on in
nuclear negotiations with the P5+1 prior to the 24th November deadline.

SASAN AGHLANI
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Second, Iran’s use of patronage in its battle against
ISIS attests to its awareness that not every one of its allies can
be a Hizbullah. In an interview with The Financial Times regarding Iran’s involvement in this year’s “battle for Iraq,” one
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Turkey’s Game in the Middle East: What is Erdogan Doing and Why?
By Aurelie Bugtaert

S

ince June 2014, the Turkish government has expressed
its reluctance to actively participate in the fight against
ISIS. The radical terrorist organisation has swept through the
lands of the Middle East, instigating fear in the entirety of the
international community.
It would be expected that the US turn to Turkey as its
main foothold in the region. Any other potential allies are
undesirable; Bashar Al-Assad's reputation as the 'Butcher of
Damascus' and Iran's ongoing nuclear ambitions only confirm this. Furthermore, with the Syrian city of Kobane besieged by ISIS forces 20 miles from the Turkish border, Erdogan’s participation is fundamental. After all, isn’t Turkey a
NATO member? Isn’t its history battling domestic ‘terrorism’
enough to bring the nation to arms?
However, Turkey seems far from considering such action. NATO members’ criticism on its refusal to be more implicated in the fight against ISIS seems mild compared to
other accusations. Since September, allegations of an entente
between the Turkish government and ISIS has surfaced. With
the first claims being made by Kurds from the South of Turkey, they have been relayed by a former ISIS militant to
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Newsweek. According to this firsthand witness, who miraculously escaped, the Turkish government allowed ISIS troops
to pass through their state to attack Kurds in Serkanie, Syria :
“ISIS commanders told us to fear nothing at all because there
was full cooperation with the Turks”, affirms the former militant.
Whether or not the Turkish government have been
directly involved in the rise of ISIS is difficult to establish. Yet
numerous events are favourable to the claim. Firstly, rumours
surrounding the government’s relationship with extremist
Syrian rebel factions over the last years. Secondly, its refusal
to participate in the bombing campaign. Third, its idle stance
and refusal to put boots on the ground to release besieged
Kobane. And finally, its bombing of the Kurdish PKK positions in South Turkey, targeting what happened to be one of
the groups currently fending off ISIS.
What intriguing game is Erdogan playing? To understand the government’s strategy, shaped by his long term
right-hand man, Prime Minister Ahmet Dayutoglu, analysts
must first focus on the government’s interests at home and in
the region. Turkey, a NATO member and EU applicant on soft

economic rise, is not a revisionist power. It is seeking stability
at home and abroad. Domestically, the solidity of the government has been uncertain for many years. The Kurdistan's
Workers' Party (PKK) has often jeopardised Erdogan’s long
ruling party, the AKP, despite being deemed a terrorist or-

“For the Turkish government, it is not only a
question of who they perceive as a terrorist
among ISIS, PKK and so on, but also a question of which faction is most threatening to
their interests.”
ganisation by the government and the US State Department.
Turkish Kurds claim that this is the reason for nonintervention in Kobane, a Kurdish town.
Officially, the Kurdish forces fighting for Kobane are
Iraqi Peshmerga, and some Syrian PYD (a Kurdish group affiliated to PKK). But the presence of PKK militants has also
been disclosed, with Al-Jazeera covering PKK deaths there. It
is this presence, and the involvement of its affiliated PYD,
that pushed Erdogan to tell a group of journalists: ‘we wouldn’t find it appropriate for an ally country to give arms to a
group which we believe is related to terror’. For the Turkish
government, it is not only a question of who they perceive as
a terrorist among ISIS, PKK and so on, but also a question of
which faction is most threatening to their interests. Under
NATO’s umbrella, the government has more to fear from
Kurdish separatists, seen as oppressed by Western media,
than from ISIS. After all, if the West sees the Kurds as a viable ally in Iraq, why shouldn’t it sympathise with the Kurds
in Turkey?
Erdogan appears to be far more conscious of the Assad
regime's criminal perpetrations, than the violence displayed
by ISIS. This difference in judgment comes down to the fact
that the Syrian crisis has had more direct implications on
Turkey. The refugee crisis has seen an influx of more than
180,000 Syrians into Turkey. Dayutoglu recently confirmed
how troubling this was for Turkey, in an interview with Chritsiane Amanpour. He also reiterated the request for a no fly
zone and safe areas in Syria, to prevent further refugees seeking asylum.

against ISIS, on the condition that Obama engages in the
fight against Assad. This only make more sense when viewed
through the Sunni-Shia paradigm; the Sunni majority of Turkey could be argued to tip the balance of Assad's Shia regime.
Assad is not the only reason, but he is the most politically defensible one out there for Turkey. It has the effect of
uniting the country against a common enemy; an idea that is
not despised by the West. Seeing that a primary interest for
Turkey is a seat at the EU table, this is significant in terms of
shaping rhetoric. The government may keep others in the
dark, but if Turkey’s sovereignty is ever threatened by ISIS, it
is certain of its escape strategy. In addition to the security
offered by NATO, three new Patriot Missiles were added to
Turkey's air defence in 2012.
Erdogan, who despite his late autocratic tendencies –
including his extravagant new palace – is still Turkey’s moderniser. After integrating a Muslim country into the New
World Order, he has been elected President this summer democratically. He and Turkey form a platform where Western
influence can approach the Middle East in multiple ways.
Turkey is not only geographically placed between two worlds,
it is an important political bridge. Aware of his position, in a
recent visit to the Council on Foreign Relations, he affirmed
that ‘Turkey is a country that best knows, understands and
analyses the geography it is in’. This statement can hold true,
but as protests on the Kurds of Kobane’s fate have spread to
30 Turkish cities, killing 19 protesters on the 10 th of November, Erdogan may have to focus more on understanding and
analysing the effects of Turkey’s idleness on his own population.
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Hence, it appears that Erdogan is seeking a bilateral
agreement; Turkey would increase involvement in the fight

“After all, if the West sees the Kurds as a viable ally in Iraq, why shouldn’t it sympathize with the Kurds in Turkey?”
59

Dialogue | Middle East

The Sudden Rise of ISIS
By Humeira Iqtidar

A

recent episode of the TV drama series Sherlock, Benedict Cumberbatch playing the eponymous detective,
highlighted the growing public unease about the opaque dealings between some of the worst terrorist groups and UK’s
own military establishment. Part of the plot hinged on the
British government’s decision to let a terrorist group plant a
bomb in a civilian airplane to create sympathy for the ongoing war on terror.
Distressing as this may be, this is not particularly
shocking given the history of states wanting to generate enthusiasm for wars amongst their populations: from the unresolved controversy about whether Winston Churchill let Coventry be bombed in 1940, even after German messages about
the attack had been decoded, to the historian Kathryn Olmsted’s careful excavation, in her book Real Enemies, of the
1962 plan by the US Joint Chiefs of Staff to shoot down an
American civilian plane to shift the blame on Fidel Castro’s
Cuba.
And like many other increasingly popular depictions of
the porous borders between intelligence agencies and terrorist groups, towards the end of the episode we see Sherlock
infiltrate a jihadi group, dressed up in what can now be called
the uniform of the Islamic terrorists - loose black flowing
clothes, turban and face covered with part of the turban’s
loose material. That such an act of infiltration is possible, is
based in part on the existing sub-conscious knowledge we all
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have, about a long running US and UK relationship in training and arming some of the worst terrorists today.

“Syrian dissidents’ criticisms of the growing
militarized rebel presence were often ignored
in international media”
But nowhere is the connection easier to discern and
hence question, than the case of ISIS, IS or Daish, as it is
known in Arabic, and which translates loosely as ‘The Idiot’.
For surely, even the most apolitical amongst us could not
have escaped noticing that between 2012 to 2013, British
newspapers routinely published news that UK was providing
arms, training and logistical support to groups in opposition
to Syrian President Bashar Al Assad.1 SAS commandos, serving and retired, were reported training Syrian rebels in and
close to the Turkey-Syria border.2 Seymour Hersh’s famous
expose in the London Review of Books details some of the
dramatic mistakes US and UK governments made in their
single minded pursuit of a military option.3
The transformation of a democratic and unarmed opposition to the Assad regime by US/UK intelligence agencieswith Qatar and Saudi Arabia funding- into a bloody civil war
was critiqued by some of the leaders of the Syrian opposition
as early as 2012. Many of them went on record to disavow
those fighting against the regime as being funded and trained

by foreign interests and against the principles of a democratic
resistance to the Assad regime. Such internal Syrian dissidents’ criticisms of the growing militarized rebel presence
were often ignored in international media.
The Syrian dissident’s voices that were picked up in
international media cannot be seen as meaningfully representative. Of course, just being a Syrian or of Syrian descent does
not entitle one to comment on Syria at an international level.
What we see is a pattern of giving prominence to voices that
have been part of a longer US funded campaign for regime
change in Syria. Again this kind of critical analysis may not be

“What we see is a pattern of giving prominence to voices that have been part of a
longer US funded campaign for regime
change in Syria.”
highlighted in mainstream newspapers in UK, but it is also
not entirely hidden from the general public. One major UK
newspaper analysis traces some of the most prominent prodemocracy Syrian activists and details their links with US
think tanks and government agencies.4 Other newspapers
have highlighted the dangers of alliances with war-lords, such
as Jamal Marouf, in a situation of increasing chaos and uncertainty created by our covert meddling in Syrian affairs.
Thus, an increasingly high level of skepticism about
the war mongering by the current government is becoming a
feature of cultural and political life in UK. Yet, much confusion remains because skepticism by itself does not lead to
clarity of analysis. One key indicator of that lack of clarity in
political discussions about the current situation in Syria is
that some basic questions about the viability and necessity of
military action have not been asked. Specifically: why precisely is military intervention the best answer to the rise of a
mercenary army- however, it may package itself- that is likely
to die away as soon as its sources of funding dry up? Why,
more critically, is intervention in the region necessary at any
cost-whether to oust Assad or to save him?
For it is not too long ago, only in 2013, that Cameron
asked the Commons for permission to attack Syria to depose
the Syrian President Assad. A year later, in 2014, the same
prime minister has asked for permission to attack ISIS which
is against the Syrian President Assad. The key difference is
that with the threat of ISIS firmly established in our minds,
the parliament agreed to Cameron’s plan this year.
ISIS tactics and strategies are horrific. Contrary to the
unsaid assumptions that these gruesome beheadings must
somehow be acceptable in a Muslim country, we need to ask

whether that is really the case, and whether ISIS is interested
at all in local legitimacy and popular support. Their shocking
activities alert us to the very artificial nature of the group, and
to their lack of concern for popular support. Coupled with
this sudden rise out of nowhere it is clear that this is a group
without deep roots in Syria or its neighbours. If anything the
presence of alleged European jihadists -or mercenaries-only
proves this lack of deep support within the local populace.
No guerrilla group can exist for long without local support, and no mercenary will carry on a fight without funding.
There are better ways to fighting ISIS if the aim is primarily
to stop the atrocities they are carrying out: stop the funding
and stop the supply of arms. As a first step, Haliburton can
stop buying oil from the Mosul oil wells that ISIS controls. As
a second step, US and UK can stop adding to the confusion by
funding, arming and training, a random assortment of rebels.
Finally, US and UK could use their influence to pressurize
Qatar and Saudi Arabia to stop financing the ISIS mercenaries. The Assad regime is capable of coping with what remains
of ISIS after that.
We need to learn from the more than 13 years long war
in Afghanistan that the US and NATO armies have lost badly
by their own criteria: Taliban are still alive and well, democracy remains elusive in the country as does Mullah Omar, and
if anything the world has become more unsafe. Without
achieving the stated goals of the war in Afghanistan, other
than perhaps brutal revenge on a population not directly involved in the 9/11 attacks, UK and US are pulling out after
more than a decade of horrible loss of lives and livelihoods on
both sides. Despite a vicious and cruel attack on one of the
poorest nations in the world, the richest state in the world
stands defeated.
Before repeating this horrible cycle of death and destruction all over again, let us ask some searching questions
about our deeply held assumptions about Islam and militancy
that allow us to swallow otherwise unsound sound bites, notions about the right of US and UK to intervene in the domestic politics of other countries, and ideas about the choice of
strategies available for combating the rise of mercenary
groups such as ISIS.
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Youth in the Middle East: Caught Between Hope and Fear
By Claire Bonsignori

M

ore than 10,000 children have died in the Syrian civil
war since March 2011. 16 is the age a boy must be to be
authorized to fight for Hezbollah, Lebanon militant Shiite
armed organization. 1,500 Britons, mostly in their 20s, may
have been recruited by ISIS in the past months.
The youth are heavily affected by the conflicts in the
Middle East. They are targets, as well as actors, in the daily
violence that dominates their lives. The future is consistently
threatened by brutality. However, we might be surprised to
see life in the Middle East from their perspective. I gained
insight from Lebanon and the United Arab Emirates.

tial newspapers) even predicted the disappearance of Lebanon within seven years. Political instability caused by the absence of a president since May 2014 has had a considerable
effect on this figure which is greatly exacerbated by the growing opposition between the Shiite group Hezbollah and Sunni
goup ISIS.

Quite surprisingly, the most hopeful fringe of the
population is youth/ the young. I met two young Christians
from Beirut. Both of them had the opportunity to study
abroad but chose to stay in Lebanon, their beloved country,
with their families and friends. “We must fear what is happening here. I am afraid for the future of my country. . . .We
Lebanon is known for two things: war and parties. It
are afraid of ISIS because they are everywhere. We are never
used to be the Monaco of the Middle East; famous for its
safe,” says a 19-year old engineering student. His friend’s disbeautiful beaches and hotels, as well as its night life. All this
course is different: “I am worried about the state of my counwas destroyed in the atrocities of
try, but I am not afraid. I am con“What stands out is the profound love fident that Lebanon will overboth the 1975 civil war, and the
2006 war against Israel. Today they have for their country: “I love Leba- come its difficulties thanks to its
Lebanon is torn between hope
army and courageous people.”
non. . .I will stay here until I die. Our
and despair, pride and fear.
However, both agreed that the
prayers
and
God
will
help
us.”
There are Lebanese flags everyongoing Israeli-Palestinian conwhere. New investment and conflict would continue to hinder
struction projects are underway. However, this contrasts with
their country's progression. In spite of this, neither of them
the shadowy uncertainty that hangs above the nation; one
expressed any desire to leave Lebanon. What stands out is the
article (from L’Orient Le Jour, one of Lebanon’s most influenprofound love they have for their country: “I love Lebanon,
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we have the sea and the mountains, a lot of tourist attractions
and the best nightclubs,” said the nineteen year-old. His
friend goes further: “I love everything about Lebanon. Even
though life is dangerous, I am not thinking about leaving, I
will stay here until I die. Our prayers and God will help us.”
In spite of this optimism, there is a 22 percent unemployment rate threatening their adult life. The emigration
rate is extremely high; in 2013 the figure approximated 8.4
percent. More than 40 percent of Lebanese nationals live
abroad. Inflation rates have averaged 3.6 percent in the past
6 years. In the face of such statistics, youth's capacity for optimism is astounding. Perhaps this has to do with the fact that
their nation is prone to conflict. They appear highly politicized, raised within a tradition of political involvement and
patriotism, but their discourse is surprisingly light and confident. Will this hope be enough to save the country?
Far from the hustling and fear of conflict, is the small
yet wealthy country of the United Arab Emirates. Mostly
populated by expatriates, the country has grown from a remote association of tribes to the second largest economy of
the Arab world in only 40 years. The local youth is privileged
and incredibly rich. On the Dubai Jumeirah Beach Road, the
sounds of luxurious motor cars roar well into the night. Their
lifestyle appears to be easy and a huge contrast to that of its
neighboring countries. But are they oblivious to the threat
that their country now faces, having joined the airstrikes on
ISIS?
Generally, life is easy for everyone. The luxury of life
there is notorious; beaches, malls, a skiing area, an ice rink,
cinemas and theme parks all within reach. Furthermore,
those over the age of 21 have access to the much hidden
nightlife of Dubai. The UAE is a safe haven in an ocean of
war. Or used to be. Fear is now present. Some European
countries have warned of “high terror threats” for the state.

“It is most worrying to see such an image of
Arabs and Muslims being projected to the
world.”
Some people stopped taking the underground for fear of terrorists. The UAE's foreign minister warned that the Islamic
State group could join forces with Islamic militants in Somalia, saying that more should be done to prepare for such a
threat. But does it make a difference in the lives of young people?
An expat high-school student living in Dubai speaks of the
lack of threat her and her peers were exposed to: “we talk
about ISIS once in a while but not because we feel a danger. I

am not scared at all.” The vision of a 19 year-old Moroccan
studying Law in Abu Dhabi is rather different: the UAE is the
safest place he has ever been to but he is still worried about
ISIS: “It is a recurrent subject in our conversations because it
is happening only a few miles away… it is most worrying to
see such an image of Arabs and Muslims being projected to
the world.” This opinion is shared by an Emirati student at
KCL: “I am not scared of ISIS at all because the threat is far
away and their target is to control Iraq and Syria.” The main
issue he discusses with his friends at home is how these terrorist groups are sending a wrong message about Islam. Still,
the Moroccan student claims that there has never been so
many policemen on the streets. “The security in the malls
must have doubled, they cannot allow an incident to happen
in those highly touristic places.” The Emirati is confident that
nothing will happen: “They can’t get into the Gulf because it
is closed by Saudi Arabia. And they will never pass Saudi Arabia.”
What stands out is that the threat of ISIS has rapidly
taken hold of every Middle Eastern country, even those displaying the pretentious air of feeling safe. Young people are
worried for their future and their lives, yet confidence has
thus far prevailed. Perhaps it is the cultural patriotism they
possess that has them behave so. The youths studying abroad
plan on coming back. They are caught between fright and
hope. But will such hope suffice in saving their nations?
“Insh’Allah”, they would say, “insh’Allah”.
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Ebola: Upholding Human Rights in the Face of a Crisis
By Savio Carvalho

“E

bola is outpacing efforts to contain it,” warned the
head of Doctors Without Borders.1 Delays in responding to the outbreak have given the virus its edge. The alarm
had been sounding for months, with reports of deaths of
thousands of West Africans, yet the world’s wealthier states
remained aloof. Their response was fatally tardy and woefully
insufficient to contain the virus. It seems that to some, Ebola
only deserved attention when it threatened to hit their shores.
We heard countless aid pledges from the international
community, but less than 50 percent have actually been materialised.2 Further delays will only make meeting exacerbating demands more difficult and prolong the suffering of affected communities. Wealthier states need to assist their less
wealthy counterparts in fulfilling their legal duties and ensuring all can enjoy their economic and social rights, including
their right to the highest attainable health standards.
The international community must not see this as a
charitable act, but as their moral and legal duty. International
treaties, such as the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), to which the vast majority of states have bound themselves, obliges those with the
capacity to do so to “take steps, individually and through international assistance and co-operation, especially economic
and technical, to the maximum of its available resources, with
a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the
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rights recognized in the present Covenant by all appropriate
means.”3
More Aid Needed
Some states have sent military personnel to provide
logistical assistance and support. Whilst this is a step in the
right direction, more must be done. Aid thus far has largely
been financial and affected countries still lack the personnel
and equipment that frontline medical staff like Doctors Without Borders have been relentlessly requesting.
The Ebola outbreak has exposed the toll that years of
civil war, poor governance, corruption, lack of accountability,
and gender inequality have all taken on the health systems of
the affected countries, albeit in different degrees. The epidemic has also exposed the international community’s failure
to ensure robust health systems and guarantee the citizens of
the affected states the right to health, related information,
services and goods. The rate at which the affected countries’
healthcare systems collapsed not only exposes their failure as
individual states, but also makes the effectiveness of multilateral agencies’ technical support questionable.
With the alarming prediction that one in seven women
may die in childbirth as a consequence of the collapse of
health facilities in the face of the Ebola crisis, it is clear that

we need assistance to be deployed as rapidly as possible.
Impact on Communities
As well as pregnant women, children are particularly
affected by the epidemic’s collateral damage. In an effort to
contain the spread of the disease, children are housebound
and have not been able to attend school for months. Moreover, thousands of children have been orphaned and many
find themselves rejected by their communities and relatives,
who fear contracting the virus.
We have seen reports of acute food shortages in the
region.4 Communities who have been quarantined have a
right to humane conditions and must be guaranteed access to
sufficient and quality food, water and sanitation. Women and
girls must be provided sanitary products to avoid quarantine
from becoming a humiliating experience during menstruation. Protecting the dignity, safety and freedoms of the affected community should be a primary concern in any response. We must uphold the human rights of those people
affected by extraordinary measures to contain the disease,
such as quarantines and isolation.
Lessons Need to be Learned
This epidemic has come at a time in which stakeholders including governments and the United Nations are
busy building the post-2015 development framework. There
are many lessons to take from this crisis, some of which concern immediate action, and others to inform post-2015 planning.
The first recorded Ebola outbreak was in 1976. Four
decades and twenty-four outbreaks5 later, governments and
pharmaceutical companies have yet to develop a vaccine for
this deadly virus. Dr. Margaret Chan, head of the World
Health Organisation, sharply criticised the pharmaceutical
industry, observing that “a profit driven industry does not
invest in products for markets that cannot pay.” She also
observed that the market driven industry has left heath workers “empty handed, with no vaccines and no cure.”6 While
efforts are under way to develop a vaccine, it is far too late for
the thousands already affected, and those who lost their loved
ones to the virus. The vaccine needs to be effective, cheap and
easy to transport and administer. Furthermore, governments
need to start stocking the vaccine immediately in case of an
outbreak on their own soil.
The epidemic also exposes the state of governance on
the national, local and international level. The state is the
primary duty-bearer of the respect, protection and fulfilment
of human rights. In order to do this effectively, the state

needs to work on all fronts by enforcing and realising the rule
of law, good governance, healthcare, sanitation and housing
provision, and increased access to essential services for all.
Particular efforts must be made to ensure access for marginalised groups. Efforts need to be multiplied to address discrimination and violence against women and girls. States,
working with international assistance and cooperation where
necessary, must take steps to guarantee and uphold human
rights. These include addressing issues of corruption, poor
domestic revenue generation including unchecked tax evasion and indefinite tax breaks for foreign businesses and investors, and effective mechanisms to provide justice and
remedies for people whose rights are constantly violated. Furthermore, accountability for the delivery of these services
must be strengthened at all levels.
In our globalised world the international community
also holds a fair share of responsibilities, like extraterritorial
obligations stated in the preamble of the Maastricht Principles which states that “The human rights of individuals,
groups and peoples are affected by and dependent on the extraterritorial acts and omissions of states beyond their own
borders. The advent of economic globalisation in particular
has meant that states and other global actors exert considerable influence on the realisation of economic, social and cultural rights across the world.”7
States recently met in Australia for the G20 summit.
Along with other organisations, Amnesty International lobbied those member states to urgently ramp up efforts and
support. We have urged G20 states to come good, not only
on their verbal pledges to provide help, but also to fulfil their
obligations to provide assistance to affected states. This is a
matter of urgency and we simply cannot afford to waste more
time.
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Oil in Angola: Poverty Amid Plenty
By Frederick Thiede

A

t first glance Angola seems like an African success story.
It has maintained peace for twelve years since rebel
leader Savimbi was killed, boasts a GDP of over 140 billion
USD and is second only to Nigeria in terms of oil exports.
With massive infrastructure projects such as roads, airports
and hospitals, and the gradual clearing of mines from arable
land, it is easy to assume that Angola has indeed succeeded in
overcoming its inauspicious beginnings.
But beneath the surface this is far from the truth. Under the rule of Dos Santos proceeds from these crucial oil
reserves have mostly been used to secure loans from multinational companies, which flow straight into the pockets of the
Angolan leadership. Initially this was justified as a necessity
of the 1975-2002 civil war, in which this resource was vital
for the purchase of arms against Savimbi's oppositional
UNITA. The rest went mostly into private hands, meaning
that it was not invested in vital infrastructure. The purchase
of arms by both sides through the use of this resource also
vastly exacerbated the violence of the conflict. The average
life expectancy in Angola still lies at around fifty years, child
mortality is among the world's highest, and almost 40 percent of Angolans are considered chronically malnourished.
Since the war ended twelve years ago, very little has
changed in the distribution of Angola's oil wealth, which has
multiplied by a factor of eight since the end of the conflict.
While the country's GDP is among the highest in Africa, the
wealth distribution and Gini coefficient are among the worst
in the world.
This condition is partly due to the resource curse, that
contrary to expectation poor but oil-rich countries do not
experience consistent or healthy economic growth. The resource curse is mainly attributed to oil rents, relying on the
discrepancy between the cost and price of oil production.
Large revenues at apparently low cost and effort encourage
wastefulness and a lack of long-term planning. It also promotes support for this revenue stream at the expense of other
sectors.
International companies make use of this by supplying
technology, loans and labour forces to exploit Angolan oil,
thus controlling vast amounts of its revenue. The oil sector in
fact only employs around 0.5 percent of the local workforce.
With most banks and oil companies consequently headquartered in the coastal capital Luanda, the concentration of rich
foreigners and Angolan elites has made it one of the most
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expensive cities in the world, much to the detriment of the
average local population.
A recent report from Global Witness concluded that a
significant part of Angolan petrodollars also serves the personal enrichment of the leading elites and their neopatrimonial networks. This corruption begins with the head
of state, who surrounds himself with a clique of politicians
and dubious business partners. The main institution rumoured to serve the president to this end is the Eduardo-Dos
-Santos Foundation (FESA), financed largely through donations from foreign companies. According to diplomats and
investors however Fesa is nothing more than a slush fund.
When an oil company secures a drilling concession, it pays an
advance of several million USD to the government as a signing bonus. As soon as the oil production begins, the government receives up to 60 percent of the revenues. Some of this
is invested in arms; more is pumped into unofficial
“provisions” and illegal arms trade. At over 4 percent of GDP
Angola's military budget ratio is on a par with that of the

United States and Russia, and well ahead of European expenditures.
A consequent lack of investment in education, particularly of engineers, petroleum technology or any other such
vital necessities, has resulted in little opportunity for most
Angolans and has prevented Angola and the state-owned oil
company Sonangol from becoming independent from foreign
control. Higher education in general has suffered as a result
of this oligarchy. This is partly due to a simple lack of investment in this sector, but also due to an oppressive intellectual
atmosphere, in which journalists and academics are seen as a
danger to the corrupt system of industry and governance.
While Arab oil states have made an effort to diversify their
economies, this has not occurred in Angola, leaving it very
vulnerable to market fluctuations. Over a ten-year period
until 2008 economic growth per year stood at 20 percent. But
in the years following the collapse of financial markets and
oil, this growth shrank to just 3 percent, thus heavily affecting
an economy disproportionately centred on one industry.
To improve its image, the government points to the
construction boom and political stability. The government
has indeed invested almost 150 billion USD into infrastruc-

ture projects such as bridges, roads, railway networks,
schools and housing. Angola itself has almost no other industry or manufacturing base, another symptom of the resource
curse and of the war that destroyed a rich and diverse economy. Commissions for this construction work therefore
largely go to Chinese companies. These commissions are frequently prestige projects with little gain for the general population: vast building plans ostensibly designed to house average Angolans are, at up to 150.000 USD, wildly outside the
price range of an Angolan population of which 37 percent
survives on less than a dollar per day. In fact, such aggressive
infrastructure projects have often involved the destruction of
their homes, further aggravating their situation.
Oil has led to the impoverishment rather than the enrichment of Angola because its wealth has been far too concentrated on the interests of its elites. This situation is
unlikely to change in the near future. The MPLA has been in
power since independence in 1976 and has no real challenge
to its rule. There is no pressure from outside to reform its
short-sighted wealth accumulation, while Foreign Direct Investments merely strengthen those in power. Before the civil
war Angola had been one of the strongest and most fertile
countries in Africa – an exporter not just of oil and diamonds,
but of coffee, sisal, bananas and a variety of other goods. Oil
has led to complacency in the nation's elites about these issues and played a significant part in the perpetuation and
exacerbation of violence and poverty.
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Oscar Pistorius and the Problem of Violence in South Africa
By Lydia Smith

T

he last the public saw of Oscar Pistorius was a solemn
figure under police guard in the back of an armoured
vehicle as he was transported to Kgosi Mampuru II prison in
Pretoria. After a forty-seven-day trial and thirty seven witnesses later, the Paralympian was beginning a five-year
prison sentence for killing his girlfriend, Reeva Steenkamp.
June Steenkamp, Reeva’s mother, said justice was
served. When it was put to her that, a sixth of the way into his
sentence, after just ten months, Pistorius would be eligible to
apply to serve the remainder of his term under house arrest,
she said: “It doesn’t matter. He’s going to pay something.”
While the prospect of an early release prompted a
backlash on social media, it is difficult to disagree with Ms
Steenkamp. Pistorius is going to pay something, regardless
for how long or how small – unlike the majority of perpetrators of violence against women in South Africa.
Reeva’s story is tragic, but not unusual. A woman is
killed on average every eight hours in South Africa. The rate
of intimate femicide, the killing of women by their partners, is
five times higher than the global average. To put that figure
into perspective, there are more than seven times as many
murders in South Africa than the United States – and the
country has a population of just 51 million, compared to 317
million in the US. Statistically, Reeva was one of three women
killed by a partner on Valentine’s Day in the country.
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Violence is rife in South Africa, not just against
women. Murder is a staple of the news, as the gap between
the rich and the poor widens. The reasons are complex, embedded in specific socioeconomic and historical context. An
international report compiled by Mexico’s Citizens’ Council
for Public Security, released in November 2014, found that
three South African cities were in the top 50 most violent cities in the world. Durban, with 32.2 murders per 100,000 residents came in 48th position, Port Elizabeth, with 35.76 per
100,000 residents, came in at 41. The most violent was Cape
Town, in 20th position, with 50.94 murders per 100,000 residents.
Regardless of the circumstances of Reeva’s death, the
fact is that yet another woman met a violent end in South
Africa. One of the most globally reported recent stories is the
murder of Anni Dewani, killed by a single gunshot wound to
her neck while on her honeymoon near Cape Town. The trial
against her husband, Shrien Dewani, a Briton accused of organising her murder, is ongoing.
“While the high-profile trial of Oscar Pistorius has
transfixed the world’s media, little focus has been given on
how to prevent violence against women and girls,” Bethan
Cansfield, of the charity Womankind, says.
“Research has found both partner violence and nonpartner rape are fundamentally related to unequal gender

norms, power inequalities and dominant ideals of manhood
that support violence and control over women.”
South Africa has one of the highest rates of sexual assault. A 1998-2000 report by the United Nations Office on
Crime and Drugs ranked the country as having the highest
number of rapes per capita. Since then, it has been dubbed

“”Reeva was another victim of toxic and lethal
gender inequality that plagues the country; a
seemingly endless cycle of violence that did
not end with the apartheid.”
the rape capital of the world, with around 500,000 rapes per
year – one every seventeen seconds. These estimates are
likely to be higher in reality, as most attacks are unreported.
Equally as troubling is the fact
that most perpetrators walk free. Fewer
than one percent of rapes are reported
to the police, and when they are, attackers are rarely brought to justice.
The problem runs deep into the flawed
justice system.
Under the “cautionary rule”, a
judge must consider dangers of relying
on uncorroborated evidence of a complainant. South African law of evidence
invokes this rule in sexual offence
cases, on the grounds that “distinct”
and “peculiar dangers” abound in the
form of “hysteria that can cause a neurotic victim to imagine things that did
not happen,” “spite, sexual frustration
or other unpredictable emotional
causes,” “financial considerations when complainant is pregnant” or “the wish to protect a friend or to implicate someone
who is richer than him.”

In 2007, Sizakele Sigasa, a lesbian activist living in the
Johannesburg township of Soweto, and her partner Salome
Masooa, were raped, tortured and murdered in July 2007, in
an attack driven by lesbophobia. The women were victims of
corrective rape, a hate crime wielded to convert lesbians to
heterosexuality. Coined by charity workers in 2000 who noticed an influx of such attacks, they are becoming increasingly
frequent. In August 2014, nineteen-year-old Gift Makau was
gang-raped and strangled in the northwest province of Mahikeng. Her body was found with a hosepipe inserted into her
mouth.
The problem of violence against women stems from
deeply entrenched patriarchal values. According to a survey
by the anti-violence NGO, CIET, 20 percent of men say female rape victims “asked for it”. Among children, the poll
found 60 percent of both boys and girls, aged between 10-19
and nineteen, thought it not violent to
force sex upon someone they knew.
In a related survey conducted
among 1,500 school children in Soweto,
a quarter of all boys said “jackrolling”, a
term for gang rape, was fun. In 2014,
reports emerged of schoolchildren playing a game where boys chase girls and
simulate a sexual act, called “rape rape”.
Such aggressive masculinity is
one that colours the social and political
landscape of South Africa. Pistorius was
not found guilty of femicide, described
by author and early pioneer of the term,
Diana E. H. Russell, as “the killing of
female by males because they are females”. But Reeva was another victim of
toxic and lethal gender inequality that
plagues the country; a seemingly endless cycle of violence
that did not end with the apartheid.

The law, which has received constant criticism in its
application to rape cases, has the potential to make victims
feel they will be accused of lying. Some fear reprisals, others
cite a distrust of the police and the justice system to bring
their attacker to justice.
A South African report to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) found the low report and conviction rates to be a
consequence of negative public perception of the police postapartheid. The current violence against women in South Africa, and the view of the police as a symbol of oppression, has
been attributed to the apartheid legacy – and its defining feature of brutal use of force by law enforcement agents.
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